
Embracing and Experiencing the Supreme Goodness of God 

1st Peter 3:8-13 

8Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as 
brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: 

 9Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. 

10For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips 
that they speak no guile: 

11Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. 

12For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but 
the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 

13And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good? 

On a daily basis we are reminded evil exist in our world. This past week two major news story 
centered on murder. These two murders are manifestations of evil that existed since birth in the 
hearts of the murders. These murders would have never occurred if the evil of lust was exposed 
in the heart and repentance was made toward God. A person who repents desires no ill will 
toward their neighbor. The gospel of Jesus Christ calls man to repentance to God because man is 
at odds with God to the evil that lurks in their hearts. No people group is immune to evil. It 
spreads out through the city, winds down through the country roads, snakes through the valley, 
climbs every mountain, and lurks within in the human soul at every breath. This is why the 
gospel is to be preached to every person. The Christian, through the Holy Scriptures and the 
Spirit of God, peers into the depths of evil in the human heart, beginning with their own, and 
evaluates evil on a different level than non-Christians. A redeemed mind has a keen sense of 
what evil is and refrains, at all cost from it, in order to embrace the supreme goodness found in 
God. Peter wants believers to see good days against the backdrop of a dark and evil world. Jesus 
taught His followers, including Peter, evil exist in each person. Evil comes out the mind, is acted 
on by the body, which makes a person dirty before God. Jeremiah tells us the heart is desperately 
wicked, while James tells us we are tempted and led astray by what’s within. The Psalmist tells 
us God hates evil and the New Testament exclaims through the suffering and death of Jesus that 
God hates evil and will stop at nothing to rid His people from it. Jesus came to redeem us from 
the evil of sin to the goodness of God. When a person says they are “saved” they are saying they 
are saved from the wrath God will pour out upon an evil world.  

What is Evil  

I believe it helpful to define and describe evil in order to get a grasp of its seriousness. St. 
Augustine saw evil as the absence of God. Peter used the Greek word “kakos” which means 
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“inward malice, rotten. Inwardly foul” (Help Word-Studies). When a tree in rotting from the 
inside out it is good as dead unless something is performed to stop the rot. We are rotting away 
from the inside and without Jesus there is no cure. My definition is “Evil is the absence of good 
which exist in the human heart. The rot of life, that manifest itself in hideously atrocious acts”. 
These definitions are adequate, but here is an account to bring them to life.    

I recently read an excerpt from a book “When God was taken captive” which tells of a beautiful 
faced child who looked like an angel. After Tortured at a Nazi concentration camp he was 
condemned to be hung. The little angel faced child had a rope around his neck along with two 
adults. The little boy remained silent and the two adults cried out “long live liberty”. Then the 
bodies dropped the two adults died quickly but the beautiful child died very slowly suffering 
unbelievably over half an hour. (When God Was Taken Captive, W. Aldrich, Multnomah, 1989, 
pp. 39-41.)  

Although evil is deeper and darker than we can understand this description and these definitions 
have equipped us enough to continue forward. 

Peter’s View of God’s Supreme Goodness 

Now let us return to the text and jump into Peter’s shoes and see the world through Peter’s eyes. 
He knew evil existed he saw first hand the Lord being crucified at the hands of wicked men. Evil 
sprung from his very own heart after spending three years with the Lord. He had followed Jesus, 
cursed and denied Jesus, and been restored by Jesus. Peter was there the day the Holy Spirit 
indwelt the followers of Jesus for the first time. His life had been, for some years, infiltrated by 
the good work of the Holy Spirit. Peter viewed evil as God viewed it. He hated and desired to 
have nothing to do with it. Peter knew that in an evil world those that followed Jesus could 
embrace God’s supreme goodness. Peter’s audience lived in a hate filled world as we do. His 
audience could see evil working in their time as we see in ours, yet Peter’s message spoke of 
seeing good days against the back dropped of an evil world. Yes, evil is dark, hideous, and 
damning but it is not more powerful than God’s supreme goodness. Jesus came into the world as 
The Great Light in darkness. He plowed through on breakable evil on the cross, and burst the 
chains of evil forever in His resurrection proving in an evil world goodness can triumph! I want 
to embrace and experience the supreme goodness of God purchased for me by Jesus, don’t you? 

What is Good and What is Embracing and Experiencing God’s Supreme Goodness like? 

The Greek Word for “good” in 1st Peter 3:13 is “agathos” which means admirable, useful, 
agreeable, distinguished, or honorable (Summarized from Thayer’s Greek Lexicon). It means to 
be desired or approved of, or to the Christian what God approves. God is good because God 
approves of Himself! I believe these definitions of good are correct for our study? But the 
question remains what is God’s goodness in an evil world like and why should we want it? I 
believe this story will help: 



“During the French war, a train carrying dispatches to the headquarters 
was compelled to go over sixty miles of very rough road, and reach its 
destination within an hour. The engineer was the bearer of the 
dispatches, and his wife and child were in the coach. Every moment 
threatened to pitch the train over the embankment or over a bridge, 
and, as it rolled from side to side, leaping at times almost in the air, 
rushing past stations, the few people inside held their breath and often 
cried out with terror as they sped along. There was one on that train 
who knew nothing of their fears and that was the child of the engineer. 
Happy as a bird, she laughed aloud when asked if she were not afraid, 
and looked up and answered, “Why, my father is at the engine.” A 
little later, the engineer came into the car to cheer up his wife and, as 
he wiped the great drops of sweat from his face, the child leaped into 
his arms and laid her head upon his bosom, as happy and peaceful as 
when at home. What a lesson for the children of the heavenly 
Father!” (https://www.ministry127.com/resources/illustration/her-
father-was-at-the-engine).  

Embracing God’s Supreme Goodness leads to overpowering with joy, comfort, and assurance a 
situation which should produce the exact opposite! I believe we all can agree experiencing life 
with the same trust the little girl on the train had for her daddy is the goal! 

Travel with me now as we journey to embracing the supreme goodness of God in a presently evil 
world.  

The Foundation to Experiencing the Supreme Goodness of God 

In my mind Peter pulls up a chair and puts pen to paper thinking of the Work of God the Father 
through the redemption of His Son Jesus, by the indwelling of His Spirit in His people. Peter’s 
message is a trinitarian message of hope. If you begin to read 1st Peter pay close attention the 
first three verse of chapter one. There is no goodness outside the Trinity. It is only through the 
Trinity of God goodness prevails over evil. If Jesus is your Savior then and only then can you 
embrace and experience the supreme goodness of God. There is no other road you can travel to 
get to God and His supreme goodness other than Jesus Christ. You can experience evil without 
Jesus, you can even wish for good, but you cannot embrace and experience it for yourself. 
However, unto everyone who believes of Jesus He is Precious, He is Supreme, and He is a Giver 
of good gifts unto His people. The good gift we will unwrap is the gift of His supreme goodness. 
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Experiencing and Embracing the Supreme Goodness of God through Obedience to the Scripture 

Those who have God as Father, through the drawing of the Sprit, by the work of Jesus on the 
cross; desire for themselves the Word of God. Peter thinks of a baby who is driven by natural 
instinct to its mother’s milk. I had the privilege of being with my wife during all of my sons’ 
births. I experienced first hand the desires of an infant four-fold. It is only a child of God who 
desires to hear and do the word of God, therefore it is only God’s child who can see good days in 
an evil world. How can a child of God experience God’s goodness? 

1. Behave as Christ would toward others (8-9)- The mind of Jesus toward people is one of unity, 
compassion, love, tenderness of heart, and humility. Goodness is experienced when we look for 
common ground without compromise. There are many subjects which divide, but focus (if at all 
possible) on what unifies. Good experiences are linked to unity that is sought after. Goodness is 
experience when understanding and help is applied to a neighbor’s life. Goodness is discovered 
when hard hearts are relinquished and services is applied. Peter is echoing the teachings of Jesus 
and the Old Testament to love your neighbor. How do you behave toward another brother or sister 
in the church? How do you act toward your neighbor of another faith or lifestyle? If your 
behavior is a replica of Jesus then and only then can God’s supreme goodness be embraced and 
experienced. If the good work of God is lacking in your heart challenge your behavior. 

2. Speak as Christ would to the World (10)- 1st Peter 2:23 shows us Jesus did not fight with the 
weapons of the enemy. Our military has been in Afghanistan for many years. The rebels there use 
elementary weapons in their warfare compared to ours. Could you imagine a high-ranking general 
having a press conference announcing we would lay down our technology and advancements in 
warfare and fight with less effective weapons as the enemy does? Jesus fought the battle for our 
salvation with weaponry from another world! The Lord teaches by His life how to talk to the 
world. Verbal abuse is not the weaponry we employee in our warfare. If you are a social media 
junkie, maybe if you are not, you have seen those who claim Jesus abuse others with their words. 
It almost entices you to speak into the non-sense, but then you refraining knowing it will avail 
nothing. I wonder how many people lose sleep over how they have spoken to the world? I wonder 
how many people lose a sound-mind and precious time planning how they might abuse another 
with their words. Goodness certainly escapes those whose tongues speak word opposing the 
nature of Jesus. Those who battle the Holy Spirit to use their words for wounding only cannot 
have the supreme goodness of God. When you think to speak something improper for the time or 
unholy in nature refrain from such and experience and embrace the supreme Goodness of God! 
Are your words destroying your opportunity to have God’s goodness in evil days? 

3. Turn Away from Evil (11a)-Evil must be turned from because it is there to turn from. If a 
man does not believe in evil or know what evil is, then he will perish from the evil he 
refuses to believe or does not know exist. What is the evil you need to turn from? Our 
desire to fall into temptation starts within (James 1:14). What your heart is prone to do 
could be different from what my heart is tempted to do. My battle to think or commit evil 
could be a harder battle for me, than yours is for you. I believe it is for this cause that 
Peter prefaces this section with our behavior toward each other. We need each other in the 
battle to turn from evil. The one nearest to God will turn from evil and have the deep 



desire to help others turn from evil in the manner Peter has described.  Have you ever 
found goodness going toward or operating in evil? We often know to turn from evil, but 
need help doing it. Years ago, it was reported that a college football coach wanted to help 
his players stay away from the evil of drugs. He had a very special way of illustrating the 
evil of cocaine. “Few college football coaches have made a point against drugs as 
effectively as Erk Russell of Georgia Southern College. He arranged for a 
couple of good ol' country boys to burst into a routine team meeting and throw 
a writhing, hissing, six-foot-long rattlesnake onto a table in front of the squad. 
"Everyone screamed and scattered," Russell recalls. "I told them, 'When 
cocaine comes into a roon, you're not nearly as apt to leave as when that 
rattlesnake comes in. But they'll both kill you!" (http://
www.sermonillustrations.com/a-z/s/sin.htm). Can you turn from evil on your 
own or do you need some help? Find friends who care enough about you to get 
you to God’s Supreme Goodness.  

4. Do good, seek for peace, and work to maintain it (11b)- God’s people were defeated, 
killed, abused, and captured by Babylon. The weak group of defeated aliens traveled 
hundreds of miles to reach Babylon. There in the city of people who funded, planned, and 
executed the slaughter of their family members and friends they were to live and 
according to Jeremiah they were to live a peace seeking life which would help them and 
their captors. Jeremiah 29:7 states “And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused 
you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof 
shall ye have peace.”  God promised peace to those who sought for peace and worked 
to maintain it. Our holy lives and message of the gospel is not to stoke the fires of 
hatred, although it may cause it. Our intentions are to be good intentions focused of God 
and others. Find someone to do good for who is not like you. Make peace with all people 
if all possible, and work to keep peace and you will have God’s supreme Goodness in a 
world full of evil! 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