
Eternally Blessing Your Children 

“Chasing the Wind for the Blessing” 

Matthew 5  
Every Father wants their child to be happy. We want them to enjoy their childhood and build 

memories that will shape their adult life. The desires that fathers have for their children are 

noble, but more often than not we find ourselves chasing the wind to catch them a blessing. What 

I am about to say, I hope is said and heard from a standpoint of grace. It has to be admitted that 

doing things for your children is certainly part of fatherhood. Teaching them to play ball, taking 

them on trips, teaching them a skill, or working to provide them with the funds necessary for 

food, clothes, and education. All these things are part of fatherhood, but none of these things are 

stand alone long lasting supreme blessings. Supreme eternal blessings only can come from the 

Supreme Eternal God.  Hear what James has to say on the Subject matter:	“Every good gift and 

every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom 

is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” (James 1:17) 
 Today I want to encourage all the fathers here, along with mothers and children, to 

consolidate their energy and focus clearly on leaving a legacy that will eternally bless your 

children. I believe we find the lessons from Matthew 5 will bless our children beyond what any 

experience, trade, or education can manage. 

	

Speak Directly to Your Children and Let the World Over Hear. 

Verse 1 introduces us to the audience to whom Jesus spoke His now famous sermon on the 

mount. At the time He was an up and coming teacher. Many miracles were to come, the 

rejection, the cross, death, resurrection, ascension and establishment of the New Testament 

Church was soon to come, but for now Jesus was a teacher with an audience. His aim was to 

teach the disciples the characteristics of God’s kingdom citizens. He was speaking directly to 

those who were following Him closely and yet the crowd over heard it. One writer said, “The 

sermon on the mount was whispered into the ears of the church and overheard by the world.” I 

believe fathers should have the same mindset about teaching their children eternal truth. Speak it 



to them directly and through them the world will overhear the truth of God’s Word. Your best 

followers are your children. They are eager to learn, but will we teach?  

 

Weighty Lessons with Present and Eternal Blessings 

What Jesus spoke to His followers was short but heavy in content. His words carried with them 

the ability to burst open the doors of the Holiest place in all creation and introduce people to the 

glory of God. Only Jesus can open a door on earth that leads to heavenly blessings.  The way to 

God was sealed shut with the weight of sin and judgment that belonged to the human race, and 

Jesus came to open the way to God. Picture with me, a door that has been barred shut for so 

many generations that everyone agrees that the door was never to be opened and led nowhere. 

Over time people walked by the door as it was just a decoration, part of the landscape of things 

and nothing more. Now Jesus has come and His ministry is to open such a door. The very door 

that has been shut and ignored. The very door that leads to the highest prize of heaven, a 

relationship with God. Our teaching who Jesus is and what Jesus taught opens the door of the 

glory of God for our children. 

  

Already not Yet 

The Sermon on the mount is filled with things that have already happened yet are not completely 

experienced. A key to understanding what you teach your children when you teach them the 

bible is to discern that all things are complete in Christ, but we have not yet experienced the 

fullness of its completion. Sounds complex right? I believe some illustrations may help. In the 

Old Testament, David was anointed King by Samuel, yet he did not occupy the throne and 

become the legal ruler of Israel until sometime later.  Another illustration is when a couple is 

expecting their first child. They are already mom and dad. They both are doing things for the 

child. It has already changed their life and put them on course for fuller blessings. Yet they have 

not held the child or seen its face. The Christian life and the teachings from the Sermon on the 

Mount are similar. We as adults need to grasp that teaching our children about Jesus, and what 

Jesus taught, gives our children blessings now and places them on a path to greater blessings in 

eternity. There is nothing more glorious than our God. There is no reward or treasure to find in 

this world that comes remotely close to being as supreme as God.   

 



Speak the Truth  

When we come to verse 2 we understand that Jesus believed in speaking the truth. Yes, He went 

about doing good (Acts 10:38), and He also went about teaching the things pertaining to the 

Kingdom of God (Matthew 5:2). Paul saw preaching the gospel of Jesus as a high calling and 

great priority. Here at Bethany we believe in working. That is seen in the volunteer base and the 

work the church puts into making much of Jesus and missions. It could be Ms. Naomi teaching 

in nursing homes, Brother James beautifying the stage, Brother John teaching at Garden City 

rescue, singles and teens working at mission week, or Philip volunteering to cook for the people 

at VBS. I could list more and more works that are done by people at Bethany because we are a 

working people, but just as much as we are a working people we are a preaching and teaching 

people. It is the word of God that has provoked and empowered us to work. If we preach the 

word of God lightly, accept it half-heartedly, or ignore it for programming sake we have lost 

power! The Word of God is shaper than any two-edge sword and when it is wielded correctly it 

does personal work on each church member for the glory of God and sake of man. Here in verse 

two we see Jesus opening His mouth. Yes, He would soon cast out demons, heal the sick, and 

cleanse the temple because He had work to do, but He also had a Word to speak that would 

impart eternal blessing. There are many things to do as a father that generates temporal blessings, 

but there is also the Word of God that gives eternal blessings that no circumstance on earth can 

take away. 

 

The Stand-Alone Lessons of Jesus that Imparts Eternal Blessings 

The teachings of Jesus stand-alone. His teachings are the foundation of truth. When we teach our 

children, we begin to teach them from the foundations of Christ’s words. To do anything else 

means later on the word of Christ will have to be a wrecking ball to what you have instilled in 

your children before it can be the foundations. It is counter productive to teach your children 

worldly ideas and philosophies in life and then try to mix Jesus in there somewhere. When you 

raise your children starting from the teachings of Jesus you will find that the foundation you lay 

is able to make them wise unto salvation. 

1. Be Poor and Mourn (3-4)- This first lesson is the hardest one. It is the muscle that opens 

a weighty door. Those that come into the Kingdom of God through Jesus Christ do so 

with a spirit that knows it is in need and a heart that mourns over sin. It is the opposite of 



self-reliance and sufficiency. It teaches us to humble ourselves before God. It teaches us 

that God is supreme and we have supremely offended Him with our sins. This one lesson 

leads our children to repentance, salvation, baptism, prayer, and an attitude of God 

reliance. When we are poor in spirit we are nigh to the Kingdom, and when we mourn 

over sin comfort from the Holy Spirit is present. The truth is, as many of Jesus’ 

teachings, you become rich when you are poor and you find comfort when you mourn. 

Jesus says you find “blessedness” or inward joy that is unshakeable by outside 

circumstances. 

 

2. Be Meek (5)- Meekness is a gentle spirit that does not seek to exert physical power over 

another for personal gain. Meekness is seen in love and gentleness toward all men. 

Teaching our sons or daughters to use their bodies as authority, power, or manipulation to 

control others is not meekness. You may think if my son is the smartest and strongest 

male then he will have the world by the tail, or if my daughter grows into a beauty with 

great appeal she will go far in this world. Such thinking is wrong. There is certainly 

nothing wrong with your daughter being top of her class and beautiful, or your son being 

the best on the team, but those good things can be lost in this world if meekness is not the 

foundation. It is the meek that inherits the earth. The meek gets pieces in this life, but the 

whole in the time to come. 

 

3. Stay Hungry and Thirsty (6)- Being hungry and thirsty does not sound fun, yet Jesus 

taught for us to have a hunger and thirst for things that are right. What is right is that 

which is of God. In this world you will find little that is right, therefore those who are of 

another world we long after what is lacking. Brother Steve Zimmerman has been 

stationed overseas for many months. I talked with him this week. There are things he 

longs for that he does not yet have. He longs for the states, for Barnwell, for church, and 

family. He stays hungry and thirsty and that fuels him to keep going. As believers we stay 

healthy when we stay hungry and thirsty for the things of God! 

 



4. Be Merciful (7)- When you can execute judgment refrain and show mercy. Raising 4 

boys causes me to ask myself when to be hard and when to be merciful. There have been 

times that Isaiah has deserved punishment, and instead I sit him down and hug him and 

remind him that I love him. The hope is the love that I instill in him through mercy will 

make him think, “I will not do this, because Daddy loves me”. Teaching children to show 

mercy begins with them seeing that we as parents know how to show mercy. Jesus knows 

that each person will need mercy, and it is built in the economy of God that the person 

that shows mercy will receive the greatest mercy when they are in need of it. The gospel 

is an anti-bullying and anti-discrimination declaration. Christians are to show mercy to all 

people and love their neighbor as they love themselves. There are deep delicate thoughts 

about how to love and show mercy that we cannot venture into today, but what we do 

know we ought to do.  

 

5. Be Pure in Heart (8)- Being poor in spirit and mourning over sin to the welcoming of 

Jesus as Lord and Savior produces a heart that desires purity. Once our hearts desired 

nothing pure, but now in Jesus we want purity and we seek to have all of it we can gather 

on this earth. The battle for the purity of our bodies begins in our hearts. Teaching our 

children to love purity will open the door to eternal blessing. When they ask why we 

don’t listen, watch, read, or go to certain places you can declare “I (your mother and I) 

love purity for God is pure”. The reward of purity is seeing God. C.S. Lewis said “It is 

safe to tell the pure in heart that they shall see God, for only the pure in heart want to”. 

When we teach our children to be seeking to be pure in heart because God is then we 

instill in them a desire to see God! 

 

6. Be Peacemakers, allow persecution, be salt, and light (9-14)- Seek to make peace, 

pursue it at all cost, for it is Jesus who made peace with God for us at the highest cost 

(Romans 5:1). Peacemakers are called the children of God and rightfully so. The world 

has enough hurt and pain, the children of God would not stand out unless they ventured 

to make peace in an unpeaceful world. When you love and serve others you make peace. 

When missionaries build houses, feed the hungry, build orphanages, or provide medical 



relief to the needy peace is felt. When the church body opens its doors to people of all 

nationalities peace is made. When a sinner hears the gospel of Jesus and repents toward 

God great peace is won! If your children lack direction, if you lack direction know that 

your calling as a child of God is to make peace.  

It would seem that peacemakers are welcomed and at times they are and at other 

times they are not. Peacemakers for a country may sit down with an opposing country 

and set the standard of peace. The country may or may not like the terms, but the terms 

are the terms. Even in making peace it must be accomplished God’s way. His terms often 

irritate others. This is where persecution comes from. We as peacemakers are to allow 

persecutions to arise without stopping our peacemaking mission. Let us learn and teach to 

endure persecution and rejoice in them.  

Be Salt and Light- Everything listed about characteristics of kingdom citizens 

make Christians salt and light to the world. Our love and life are to be powerful. It is 

draw attention, preserve, and heal. Teaching our children these truths and accepting them 

for ourselves in Jesus will prove to be eternal blessings that can never be stripped away.  

	 	

	

	

	

	


