
One Generation to the Next  

“The greatest legacy one can pass on to one's children and grandchildren is not money 

or other material things accumulated in one's life, but rather a legacy of character and 

faith.” - Billy Graham 

 

Scripture: Psalm 145:1-21 

 

What is a Legacy? 

The dictionary would define Legacy as “a gift or a bequest, that is handed down, 

endowed or conveyed from one person to another. It is something descendible one 

comes into possession of that is transmitted, inherited or received from a predecessor.” 

 

Mission Week starts today. Much has been done already in preparation for a week of 

discipleship and service. 30 volunteers are preparing their hearts to serve Barnwell 

county for the next several days, others have already donated money and tools for 

the work, some have offered their houses so teams can shower after work, and the 

office staff has been administrating the operation for weeks. This is a great week for 

Bethany to preach the gospel and live the call Jesus has given to us. This week helps 

us leave a legacy that points to the supremacy of Jesus Christ over all things. How does 

Mission Week point to the supremacy of Jesus over all things? 

 

1. We are trusting Jesus with our money- I have watched as some of you have 

struggled to gather up the money for your children and family to attend Mission Week. 



Ms. Samantha happily reports to me the charitable gifts that people are giving to 

fund this week. Not one person in the church, that I know of, has placed the concern of 

money above their concern to minister in Jesus's name to Barnwell County. 

This sacrificial attitude magnifies that money doesn't tell me what to do with my God, but 

my God tells me what to do with my money! 

 

2. We are trusting God with our time- There are several that are taking time off at work, 

which they could have used for self, and working at Mission Week. Others are getting 

up early when they could sleep in to help cook breakfast. Each teen is saying, “Giving 

God my time is more valuable that giving it to my boyfriend, girlfriend, water park, zoo, 

sleepover with friends, or time just to do whatever.” We are telling Barnwell County God 

is God over our time. 

 

3. We are trusting the leadership of God- A church that is not concerned about missions 

is a skeleton of a church or worse, it’s not a church at all. When we do week-long 

projects that take a large amount of people, energy, and money we are stating that we 

trust God. The leadership of this church knows it is taxing on a church body to do and 

support missions, but they trust God and support the mission of this church to love God, 

love others, and serve both.  

 

We are stating with all our might that nothing is greater than God in our lives, and I hope 

the heartbeat of this week continues on for years to come. 

 



 

 

The Greatest Legacy 

It is in my heart to leave the greatest legacy possible to my family, this church, and town. I want 

every person to know, trust, and praise the greatness of God. It is my desire that we aim all 

our influence as a church to the greatness of God. When this is done God is glorified and people 

are saved and discipled. Now the question that stands before us today is how can we leave the 

greatest legacy to our children and generations to come?  What can we do in order to set the 

stage for our children to be radical Jesus followers? What seeds can we plant in order for seeds 

of faith to grow in our children to the point they can say "neither do I count my own life dear" 

(Acts 20:24). Powerful men and women of God do not grow on trees, and worldly programs and 

parenting tips cannot produce them either. It takes a people who are willing to trust God with the 

next generation to the point they obey God. I believe there are teachers and parents in here today 

that are willing to do whatever it takes to plant, water, and tend to the seeds of faith they plant in 

the next generation’s life until a harvest of radical believers emerge.  

 

What Do I mean When I Say Radical Believer? 

 

Jim Elliot was a spirited and gifted young man who could have been a popular minister 

anywhere in the developed world, but he was called to a remote tribe of people in South 

America. His parents wrote to make him aware of their displeasure. His response is part of his 

legacy that many missionaries and ministers are inspired by today.  



 

 

“I do not wonder that you were saddened at the word of my going to South America. This is 

nothing else than what the Lord Jesus warned us of when He told the disciples that they must 

become so infatuated with the kingdom and following Him that all other allegiances must 

become as though they were not. And he never excluded the family tie. In fact, those loves which 

we regard as closest, He told us must become as hate in comparison with our desires to uphold 

His cause. Grieve not, then, if your sons seem to desert you, but rejoice, rather, seeing the will of 

God done gladly. Remember how the Psalmist described children? He said that they were as an 

heritage from the Lord, and that every man should be happy who had his quiver full of them. And 

what is a quiver full of but arrows? And what are arrows for but to shoot? So, with the strong 

arms of prayer, draw the bowstring back and let the arrows fly–all of them, straight at the 

Enemy’s hosts. 

 

 

‘Give of thy sons to bear the message glorious, Give of they wealth to speed them on their way, 

Pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious, And all thou spendest Jesus will repay.'” 

-Jim Elliot- 

 

 

Jim would die seven years later at the age of 29 attempting to reach an unreached people. His 

wife Elisabeth continued his work and had success.  



 

 

Jim's life became a warning to those who take the call of God lightly and an encouragement to 

all those who want to serve with radical obedience. When I say radical believers, I mean those 

with the spirit of Paul who loved Jesus more than their own life.  

 

The Product of a Radical Generation 

If Bethany labored today to disciple the next generation to be radical followers of Jesus what 

would happen to our town, country, and world? Jim's life had a global impact. People that would 

have never known Jesus now knows the love of God because of Jim. Those who lacked 

motivation to journey to a far land to teach the gospel of God have went because of Jim's radical 

life. The product of a radical generation is so immensely valuable that we cannot fully imagine 

what would happen. We only can have faith that God would be glorified like never before and 

those that today have no hope would find eternal joy in Jesus.  

 

How to leave a Legacy 

Bethany Baptist Church can leave an earth-shaking legacy by equipping our children in the 

following ways. 

 

1.Teach Persistently (Deuteronomy 6:1-9) - Moses taught that God is acknowledged as supreme 

when He is the focal point of family discussion. There are certainly other things families want to 

talk about, but none as important as God and His word.  



 a.) The aim (2)- The aim of teaching God’s nature in the family unit is to keep the name 

of God known. Knowing God was necessary to be successful in the land God provided His 

people. Teaching God to the family was necessary in order for generations to come. Families 

learn who God is through each other and the corporate assembly of the believers. Adults in the 

family do well teaching the children in the family about God when they are guided by gifted 

teachers and preachers in the local church. God gifted people in the church specifically to teach 

His word. The family does well with in-home discipleship when the family is being instructed by 

gifted ministers God has given them in the church (Ephesians 4:11-12). I believe wholeheartedly 

that the institutions of the church and family intersect and work together to make God’s name 

known to present and future generations.  

 b.) The accuracy (8-9)- The teaching of God’s word is to be presented faithful. The 

permanent fixture of God’s word upon the hand and house points to the accuracy of what is 

taught. The aim is to teach God’s word accurately. It is better to rehearse simple truth than to 

turn simple truth into complex error. Bethany Baptist Church can pass on a great legacy by 

aiming to teach the word of God accurately. That means doing what it takes to be skilled 

communicators of the gospel. Prayer, personal devotion, taking classes, and picking up well 

written, gospel-centered books. We must be committed to do whatever it takes to accurately 

present the word of God. 

 

2. Practically Train by Doing the Word of God (James 1:22-25)- Teaching God’s word reveals 

two things. 1.) Who God is, which is wonderful. 2.) Who we are, which is damnable. When these 

two things are taught persistently our nature is redeemed and the wonderful grace of God 

emerges in our life. Yet teaching, in and of itself, does not leave an earth-shaking, soul-stirring 



legacy that affects generations to come. There must be an action of what is being taught. Doing 

the Word of God transforms a person radically. I promise you the effort being put into Mission 

Week will yield a hundred-fold in your personal life. Engaging in the sacrifice, teaching, serving, 

and worshiping that is involved in Mission Week will do something for you that money and time 

can not do. It will transform your thought life. The writer of Proverbs taught that committing 

your work to God would establish, direct, and steady your thought life (Proverbs 16:3). Do you 

know how many people have no direction and wander aimlessly through life unhappy and 

unfulfilled? Doing the word of God does something supernatural to the mind.  

 

3. Purposely Point Praise to God (Psalm 145:1-7)- Praise is a very important part of leaving a 

legacy to the next generation. When teaching is attractive and works are applauded it is very easy 

for those who are doing it to receive the praise or for those who are around it to point praise to 

those faithfully teaching or working. Praising God in word and song points others to the nature 

of God that compels and empowers you for daily life.  

 a.) It’s an Everyday Effort (2)- Praising God is part of our daily routine. The effect of 

everyday praise is transmission of our knowledge of God’s glory to the next generation. 

 b.) The Purpose is to make God Known (10-12)- The greatest legacy we can leave the 

next generations is sound knowledge of God. Leaving a legacy takes wisdom and vision. The 

wisdom and vision we at Bethany want to apply to our lives are found in scripture. Greater than a 

building is the knowledge of God. The knowledge that He is Good, He is Creator, He is 

Redeemer, He is Father, Son, and Spirit. He is Supreme, He is Judge, He is Righteous, He is 

Provider, He is Sustainer, He is Holy, and He is Beautiful! All that we sing about and praise is to 

reveal and rehearse the greatness of our God! 



 

Application: Are you leaving a legacy with your children by Teaching, Working, and Praising 

God?  

   

	


