
The Gospel for Imperfect People 

The Imperfect Family 
Genesis 15:6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 

Genesis 17:4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many 

nations. 

Galatians 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 

preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

 

Our Imperfect Families 

There has always been pressure on families to be near perfect. Husbands feel it, wives feel it, 

children feel it, and the family unit as a whole sense it together. There are two ways I have 

observed families handling the unseen pressure to get it all right.  

1. The family unit embraces it and attempts to get it all right when they see they cannot it 

turns into a show where outside the home they uphold an image and inside the home 

things get rough. 

2. The family unit rejects the notion in an unhealthy way by being so “genuine” they lose 

themselves or at least their testimony for Christ. It is the we are failures and will embrace 

our failures by living in and being controlled by them. 

The answer for the imperfect family is the gospel of Jesus Christ. There is a lamb for your 

imperfections that teaches you to be forgiven and to move on repenting and rejecting sin 

while rejoicing in Jesus. 

To help us get a clearer view of imperfect families and the gospel we will study the life of 

Abraham.  

 

Abraham a Friend of God 

James 2:23 “And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was 

imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”  

Abraham or Abram is mentioned over 300 times in the bible making him one of the most talked 

about people in the scripture. He is given the famous title “the Friend of God”. He is the man 



God chose to be the vessel from which His chosen people, and very Son would be born from. By 

the time Jesus came into His ministry nearly 2000 years ago Abraham was elevated to a very 

high position in the minds of the religious leaders and people of the day. Jesus was once asked 

are you greater than our father Abraham (John 8:53) revealing that Abraham was an adored man. 

We, as people, have a way of elevating each other higher than what ought to be and then 

watching each other crash and burn from expectations that have been set. These expectations that 

we have for ourselves or our families are often unbiblical. We do not expect to be forgiven, we 

often see ourselves as the forgivers and not the forgiven. I am sure this view is taken for a 

multitude of reasons. One reason we like to be viewed as the forgivers and not the forgiven is 

that forgiven people have to admit they are wrong, imperfect, fragile people, that want to get it 

all right but have failed in that endeavor. Yet the gospel is for those who are broken, willing to 

repent, and follow God. There is great reward in being forgiven.  

 

What does this have to do with Abraham 

Abraham is truly a friend of God. Yet, it may come to a surprise that Abraham was not a friend 

of God because he was perfect. Abraham was a friend of God because God loved him, made him 

righteous, and accepted him. When you read the opening verses of this message you can read it 

in a proud righteous voice beaming with zealousness that such a noble man was selected to be 

the father of many nations. But if you read these verses rightly you will read them with awe and 

wonder that God chose such a sinner as Abraham. Surrounding all these great promises of God 

are accounts of Abraham being a liar, doubter, and for lack of a better word adulterer. There is 

also an account of his lovely wife encouraging him to engage in a sexual relationship with a 

servant girl in order for them to fulfil the promise of God. Then we have the running off of the 

servant girl and the distancing of Abraham’s son Ishmael. Finally, to top it all off Abraham’s 

descendants who would become kings and priest to God also had messed up families. I am not 

here to promote imperfection, but reality. The reality is Jesus is of immense eternal value to 

every imperfect person and family. The perfect gospel is preached in a setting of imperfections; 

hence we call it the “good news” of Jesus. Jesus is the prize of eternity. I do not invite you to 

Jesus in order to get to heaven, I invite you to love, trust, and serve Jesus because He is the 

greatest prize of heaven! And to preach Jesus rightly I must tell you we are messed up people 



destined for hell without Him as our Lord. When you have Jesus as Lord you have everything. 

You can grow and flourish in unimaginable ways. 

 

What does the Gospel of Jesus mean to Abraham and our imperfect Christians families?  

Let’s look at a list of a few of the Abrahamic families: 

Isaac’s Family- The two sons were always at each other taking advantage of each other, stealing 

from each other, and Esau wanted to kill Jacob. Mom and Dad had favorites and this made the 

matters worse as Mom helped trick Dad to get her favorite son the blessing of the family. 

Jacob’s Family- Had twelve sons, two wives, and two concubines. Most of his children plotted to 

kill Joseph, decided to sell him into slavery, and lied to their father about all of it.  

King David’s Family- David had an affair, some tend to believe it could have been rape or at 

least sexual assault, had a child that died because of the affair, some of his children hated each 

other and sought to kill one another. Absalom kicked his father off the throne for a while and 

was killed in a battle.  

Solomon’s Family- Solomon had a palace full of wives. Need I say more? 

Jesus’s Family- Joseph and Mary left Jesus, The Son of God, in Jerusalem and made it a long 

way before the realized they had lost Jesus. His siblings thought he was a bit looney and did not 

believe on him at first.  

What we see time and time again is imperfect families that God loves and redeems for His glory. 

These reveal: 

I. Imperfect Families can Believe God (Genesis 15:6)- Abraham’s flawed life was not 

his legacy. His legacy was “he believed God”. Your dark spots do not have to be the 

highlight of your life. You can believe what God has said about you today and be 

recognized as a believer. What did Abraham believe about God?  

a. He believed in the Heir God Promised (Genesis 15:4)- Abraham longed for a 

son and the time of life to have children had passed by him. Yet God said there 

would be an heir that will come from your own body. Abraham believed God 

more than he believed biology. 

b. He Believed in the Future God Promised (Genesis 15:5)- There would not be 

just one heir, but many heirs produced through Abraham. Abraham’s future 



looked bright when his present was bleak. I believe in the heir of Abraham, His 

name is Jesus. I believe in the future God has promised, that Jesus will return with 

all the “dead” heirs of Abraham to reign on the earth. 

Imperfect people can believe God. Look around today at how many imperfect 

families have believed God by assembling with other believers, singing, praying, 

giving, and serving. We are imperfect people that believe God. This is only possible 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the gospel of Jesus the compels us to believe.  

II. Imperfect Families can get it Wrong and God is Still Faithful (Genesis 

17:4)- I want to be very clear on this point. Abraham and Sara missed God’s 

will by a long shot. They were not even on the same continent as God’s plan, 

yet God stayed faithful to them. He did not throw them away. He understood 

they were just dust and had divine compassion on them. We should take note 

that their sin cost them greatly and the consequences of their sin still ripple 

through the world today. There is a long history of conflict between Isaac and 

Ishmael the two sons of Abraham. Ishmael, Abraham’s illegitimate son, is the 

father of the Arabic people and Isaac the legitimate son brought forth the 

nation of Israel. Still God passed over Abraham and Sara’s sin in order to 

keep His promise. The promise God made to Abraham was not contingent on 

Abraham, but on God alone. When God chose to save us through Jesus Christ 

He did it solely based on the merit of Jesus. He did not look at me and say 

“Robert thou son of Robert art holy, and I thy God shall save thee.” No, that is 

not how it happened at all. God has said “Robert you are a filthy sinner 

deserving of the darkest hottest hell but by my Son’s life, death, and 

resurrection I will make you what you are not, righteous”.  

a. What Does This Mean for Imperfect Christian Families- It means you 

miss family devotion and God is still faithful. Your family struggles to do 

right under pressure and God is still faithful. Our everyday failures as 

families always has the presence of God’s faithfulness. Knowing this 

encourages me to serve, pray, study, give, and obey. Even when my 



family gets it wrong God is faithful to forgive and that truth gives me great 

courage to continue.  

Recently I visited an elderly couple that does not attend this church. I have made trips to their 

home before and knew that the trip would be pleasant. I know the older man has a great 

testimony and we talk about it nearly every time I visit. Years ago, when he and his wife had 4 

small children he was over at a friend’s house drinking and arguing the bible. When it was time 

to go home his wife got in the driver’s seat with her drunk husband in the passenger seat and 4 

children in the back and that is when it happened. He said something, Someone, fell across him. 

His wife could see in his face something was wrong with him. He says that the alcohol had 

surrendered its influence and the Holy Spirit was arresting him. He asked to be taken to the 

church that night where they had revival. His wife felt that everyone would be gone home, he 

didn’t care he would go to the house of the Sunday School Teacher or the Pastor if need be. To 

keep the story short, he ended up at the altar of the church asking Jesus to forgive and save him. 

He stood up completely sober and began serving God from that day till now. His testimony is 

God was and is faithful to him no matter how many times he has failed God has never failed. 

 

Does God’s faithfulness amaze you to the point you serve Him in spite of imperfections?  

III. Imperfect Families can Leave a Lasting Story of Brokenness, 

Forgiveness, and God’s Grace (Galatians 3:8)- Abraham and his imperfect 

family had the gospel preached unto them. The promised Seed would come 

and stand in the stead of Isaac and his descendants. You see God used Isaac as 

a lesson when He asked Abraham to sacrifice him. If Isaac would have been 

killed the people of God would have died that day. The death of Isaac would 

have been well deserved because he was a sinner and would pass on the sin 

nature to a nation he was to father. Yet, God intervened and showed Abraham 

what was to come in order to save His people. One would be substituted for 

the sake of Isaac and many other sinners from many nations. God’s people 

would be spared because God would provide a Lamb. Each time a sin would 

happen Abraham could say “There is a Lamb for that” in brokenness Abraham 

could say “there is a Lamb for that”. Every time we ask forgiveness we are 



reminded there is a Lamb for that! We press on because there is a Lamb for 

our sins. We have hope because there is a Lamb that gives hope! Our story 

only magnifies the Story of the Lamb of God. Our story is His story of Grace. 

At the end of the age our failures will simply be megaphones that shout “the 

Lamb of God is supreme and we mere trophies of His sufficiency”. Worship 

God today because there is a Lamb for all your imperfections! 

Will you point your imperfect family to the Lamb of God in every situation?  

 


