
The Glory in the Suffering of Christ 

Matthew 27:27-54  27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and 
gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. 28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet 
robe. 29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his 
right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the 
Jews! 30 And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. 31 And after that 
they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led 
him away to crucify him. 32 And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: 
him they compelled to bear his cross. 33 And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, 
that is to say, a place of a skull, 34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when 
he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, 
casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments 
among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots. 36 And sitting down they watched him there; 
37 And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
38 Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left. 
39 And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 40 And saying, Thou that destroyest 
the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down 
from the cross. 41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, 
42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe him. 43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 
have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. 44 The thieves also, which were crucified with him, 
cast the same in his teeth. 45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto 
the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 47 Some of them that 
stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias. 48 And straightway one of 
them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to 
drink. 49 The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 50 Jesus, when he 
had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was 
rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 54 Now 
when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those 
things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 

Today is Easter and we have gathered together to celebrate the work and victory of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. I feel that it is impossible to celebrate the resurrection of Christ without first 

considering the depth of His suffering and the glory God produced from the greatest sin in 

human history. I truly believe the knowledge of Jesus’s suffering leads to a deeper level of love 

and worship toward Him. I also believe that His suffering helps us make sense of our suffering, 



the suffering of those around us, and the suffering that takes place around the world. We will 

examine everything from the cross as our starting point and work our way outward, or we can 

say we will start with Jesus and work our way to ourselves through Him. It is my goal to produce 

a spirit like the great George Mueller of Bristol England, who on the Lord's Day, February 6, 

1870, lost his wife Mary to rheumatic fever. They had been married 39 years and 4 months. 

The Lord gave him the strength to preach at her memorial service. He said,” I miss her in 

numberless ways, and shall miss her yet more and more. But as a child of God, and as a 

servant of the Lord Jesus, I bow, I am satisfied with the will of my Heavenly Father, I seek by 

perfect submission to His holy will to glorify Him, I kiss continually the hand that has thus 

afflicted me.” 

The Scripture, The Starting Point and Finish Line for Glorious Suffering: 

How important is the crucifixion and suffering of Jesus? 

Paul says in 1st Corinthians 15:3 that it is of primary importance. He also says his preaching is 

“Christ crucified” (1st Corinthians 1:23). The apostle Peter uses it as his theme in the message 

given to the multitudes at Pentecost, 50 days after the resurrection of Jesus. Romans 4:25, 6:10, 

1st Peter 2:24, 3:18 and Colossians 2:14 along with many other scriptures, teaches that Jesus 

died to take away our sins! Jesus dying was for the glory of God and sake of man. His suffering 

is supremely important to the world! In His death and resurrection, that is through His suffering, 

and victory over it Evangelism was born. If someone says why is personal evangelism important, 

we can say because Jesus suffered greatly, died horribly, and rose again victoriously.  

I want to read you several passages of scripture and sum them up at the end of our reading; 

Isaiah 53:10 10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt 

make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure 

of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 

Acts 9:16  For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 
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Romans 5:3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 

patience; 

Philippians 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of 

his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 

2nd Timothy 1:10-12 10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 
11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For the 

which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have 

believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against 

that day. 

2nd Timothy 3:12 12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

Acts: 13:27  For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor 

yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in 

condemning him. 

God took pleasure in the glorious suffering of His Son and each of us will learn to glory in the 

sufferings appointed to us for the Name of Jesus. Such suffering places us in direct fellowship 

with Jesus Christ making us conformable to His death that we may know the power of His 

resurrection. The power of Resurrection does not come without suffering. The more we live as 

Jesus lived the more we will suffer as Jesus suffered and all this fulfills the will of God and 

works for His glory and our good! 

It is because of these truths that Paul proclaimed in Romans 8:28 that all things work together for 

the good. He also wrote in 1st Corinthians 3:21-22 that all belongs to believers. Both life and 

death belong to believers. Why is God’s good coming out of our suffering? Because every hurt, 

trial, sickness, and death that believers experience has a grand purpose and will turn out to be 

good! In eternity no pain of a child of God will be useless or bad, but all things will be seen as 



worth it. Paul writes in Romans 8:18 that the things we suffer are not to be compared to the glory 

that will be revealed in us. Also 2nd Corinthians 4:17 “For our light affliction, which is but for a 

moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”.  

Where did Paul get his view on suffering? He found it in the life of Jesus. We too will find the 

great purpose of our suffering by looking at the crucifixion of Jesus. 

I. In His Suffering Another Learned to Carry The Cross (32) 

a. Simon of Cyrene- Simon did not make his journey to the holy city to carry a 

blood spattered cross. Jewish people in Cyrene (Northern part of Africa) would 

make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem maybe once in a life time. If he had recently 

traveled to the city he had to walk 32 hard days to get there.  He may have had 

many intentions but this was not one of them. A beaten man bathed in blood 

crossed his path, and Simon was captured by a tortuous event. Once he touched 

the bloody cross he was ceremonially unclean and could not partake of the 

Passover feast.  Can you imagine the mental stress and emotional turmoil if you 

were forced to get so close to someone’s execution? I would venture to say it 

ruined his weekend stay in the city. The suffering of Jesus spilled over to Simon, 

and the things others suffer around us brings us to their suffering and causes us to 

suffer. These tribulations or sufferings teaches us patience, hope, and makes us 

unashamed. When we live righteously in our suffering we bring others to the will 

of God. A believer suffering is supernaturally inspiring. It makes others around 

them consider the cross and welcome it. Have you ever thought “me bearing this 

cross for the glory of God will cause another to carry their own for God’s glory as 

well”? Your suffering brings others nearer Jesus! 

Question: Who has taught you to carry your cross? 



II. In His Suffering Forgiveness was Embraced (Luke 23:34 and 41-43) 

a. The Thief- The two thieves on the cross woke that morning expecting to be 

crucified with Barabbas, but instead they were beside Jesus. Neither thief cared 

for Jesus being next to them dying at first (Matthew 27:44). But the heart of one 

criminal was changed as Jesus suffered on the cross he prayed that forgiveness 

would be issued to those mocking and murdering Him. When we suffer as 

Christians we have the unique opportunity to teach forgiveness. I have been 

involved with suffering Christians that have taught forgiveness in the light of their 

sufferings. Whatever kept family, friends, and church members against one 

another dissolves as a believer they both know suffers. The glory of Christ shines 

brightest in sufferings including the glory of true forgiveness. Christ suffering was 

greater than sin, including sin that kept people from one another. Have you ever 

looked at your suffering as the only medicine that could cure bitterness between 

people? It was good for the thief that Jesus suffered, and Jesus suffered for the 

good of the thief.  

Question: When you suffer, as you suffer will you teach forgiveness? 

III. In His Suffering a Harden Man Found Saving Grace (54) 

a. The Solider at the Cross- The sufferings of Jesus are beneficial to people, mainly 

because it is the preaching of Jesus crucified that brings people to repentance to 

God and eternal salvation. As Jesus suffered perfectly this harden soldier 

confessed that Jesus was the Son of God. I will admit it was an elementary 

confession, but it was a true confession based on what the soldier knew and 

observed. Jesus was not an ordinary man and the solider knew it. He had seen 



death, but not death like this. He had seen people suffer, but no one suffer so 

perfectly. He had seen awe striking events, but never events like this. The 

suffering of Jesus has brought man sons to glory.  

Question: Will you allow your suffering to be a tool to bring others to be saved? 

IV. In His Suffering Worship Changed for Eternity (51) 

a. Our worship- Today the sufferings, death, and resurrection of Jesus has brought us 

to worship God. Jesus’s resurrection shows us suffering is not in vain, but in hope 

of something greater. No one showed up with an animal to sacrifice today. No one 

is standing in the outer courts or before a massive veil that is concealing the most 

holy place of worship, because Jesus’ death ripped the heavy veil that kept us 

from intimate worship to God. The writer of Hebrews says we can come before 

God boldly because of the blood of Jesus. Suffering brings us into a deeper 

understanding and knowledge of God. The more you know God the deeper you 

can worship God. The more you live godly in Jesus the more suffering you will 

encounter, the more suffering you encounter the more you become like Jesus. The 

suffering of Jesus has made it possible for every person to worship God through 

Himself. Today if you are suffering, suffer like Jesus. While you are being broken 

by the good hand of God will you seek to worship Him? While your family faces 

sickness, death, and despair?  Will you serve God when your body is weak, 

wounded, and diseased, or as you watch a love one wither away? Your suffering is 

not empty! Consider Jesus who went into darkness upon His cross. What was 

taking place in that black back drop of suffering? What was being written? Minute 

by minute in His suffering against the dark back drop of unimaginable grief God 

was writing a message to the human race. It is message that is still being written 

today it is a message written with the many crosses we bear. Your suffering is not 



without immeasurable Eternal glory! Today worship Jesus for taking your sin 

away with His suffering and worship God in your suffering! Worship God for 

using your suffering to write a message from God that will never fade! 


