
When Jesus Makes Himself Known 

Matthew 21:4-17: 4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 

saying, 5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek and sitting upon 

an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 
7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 8 And 

a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, 

and strawed them in the way. 9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, 

saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is eh that cometh in the name of the Lord; 

Hosanna in the highest. 10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, 

Who is this? 11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.  12And 

Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and 

overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves,  

13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have 

made it a den of thieves. 14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed 

them. 15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the 

children crying in the temple, and saying Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore 

displeased, 16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; 

have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? 17 And 

he left them, and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there. 

Moving Multitudes with Scripture:   

Today is Palm Sunday. This is the Sunday that we celebrate the day that Jesus showed Himself as 

the Messiah (Savior and King) to the Nation of Israel. On this day nearly 2000 years ago Jesus 

showed up in a fashion that was foreign to His ministry. He made a big scene on purpose and 

turned the whole city’s attention toward Him during the most festive and populated time of the 

Jewish year.  



Jesus had charged people on more than one occasion not to broadcast who He was for his time 

had not yet come (Matthew 9:30, Mark 1:43-44, Mark 5:43, John 2:4, John 7:6). Jesus was on a 

strict schedule and on this day His calendar was marked with “Triumphant entry”. Gone was the 

days where He “laid low” and made people wonder if He was God’s Messiah, both the Son of 

God and Son of Man. Today He would let the anticipation of the people overflow the city walls 

starting on the outside and shaking the city until His presence was within its gates and temple. 

On this day the quick escalation of tensions with the Jewish leaders would trigger events that 

would lead Him to His Cross and the atonement of Sin. 

This great event begins with two disciples bringing a donkey and its colt to Jesus, and then Jesus 

makes the journey just a couple miles on the back of a donkey. His disciples and many traveling 

pilgrims followed them, most likely to see if He would proclaim Himself Messiah publicly at the 

great feast in the great city. The excitement of anticipation erupted into songs and show of 

worship to the extent that the whole city of Jerusalem was moved. People behind and before the 

humble holy King filled the air with praise. Jesus was making His way to the city knowing 

execution awaited Him, but I cannot help but think He looked past that to the Joy of the 

Kingdom to come! The city was shaking as the King approached and curiosity of who He was 

capsized into conversations. 

He did all this by fulfilling one scripture (See Verse 4). The scripture that He fulfilled is listed in 

Zechariah 9:9-13. The belief in scripture moves people. Scripture is powerful and able to save 

the soul. The Triumphant entry of Christ was sparked by the Word of God. Today it is my hope 

that the Word of God enters your mind and heart to the singing and worship of triumph to God. 

The Beginning of Passion Week 

Palm Sunday began the last week of Jesus’s pre-resurrection ministry. He would be crucified 

Friday, lay unmoved Saturday, and rise again on Sunday. Jesus enter the city during Passover 

week. Like all the events in the life of our Lord, His entrance was planned to the minutest detail. 

The city normally held 40,000 inhabitants. The population would swell to about 6 times that 



during holy week. People from all over would witness the event and take word back home of 

what they saw and heard.  As soon as He enter the city in triumph the main conflict began and 

escalated until Jesus was betrayed and murdered.  This was the hour that Jesus awaited. It was 

the hour of darkness that He was born to embrace, but on this day He showed Himself as 

Messiah and King, and on this day the multitudes magnified His name. Jesus’ grand entrance 

made quiet an impact on the people of the city. His entrance into lives today makes the same 

difference and…  

Today we will study what happens when Jesus makes a triumphant entry. We will examine what 

He ushered into the Holy City. I believe He brings these same things to us, and much more.  

What Jesus brings when He enters a life triumphantly: 

1. He Bring Humility and Honor (4-5)- If any of our living presidents were to come by 

my house to have dinner, I would feel humbled and honored. Humbled because my home 

is really not presidential and yet a president would come by and honored for the same 

reason. I feel certain they would bring something to my house that is missing, mainly a 

presidential feel. Now imagine with me you are traveling toward Jerusalem on foot for 

the greatest week of the calendar year and you run into a foot traffic jam. At first you are 

agitated by the congestion because you wanted to get to the city to witness some great 

event.  Then singing and shouting along with a gust of wind from palm branches fanning 

cause you to realize someone special is causing the slow down. You ask around and find 

out the most famous prophet in all the land is showing Himself as the true King of your 

country! How awesome would that be? If you were in the crowd here is what you would 

notice, and what Jesus would bring to your life. 

a. His Presence- Jesus came to Jerusalem humbly. He did not show up on a war 

horses, there is coming a day that He will show up on a War horse, but this was 

not that day (Revelation 19:11). This day He came to offer Himself peaceably, in 

the Day to come He brings justice and war. Jesus was not intimidating on His 



donkey (a beast made for burden not conquering). He was not going to overthrow 

the Romans (which the leaders of the Jewish people may have desired). He came 

to offer Himself to the world and it was up to the world to reject or receive Him as 

He was. Today Jesus does not want to intimidate you to follow Him. He does not 

desire to ride into your life on a great warhorse, but He comes meekly to you, 

offering Himself as He is. Will you receive Him as He is? Will we worship Him 

as He is? 

b. His Position- Put me in a car and I am still who I am. Place me in a house, and I 

am who I am. Give me a bible and place in front of me a pulpit and I am still 

Robert. If you put Jesus on a Donkey, on a cross, or at the center of your worship 

He is still King of Kings, the Son of God, and The Messiah. Where is the best 

place for you to place Jesus? When Jesus came on a donkey to the city of 

Jerusalem He came fulfilling a prophecy about the Messiah of God. He was 

humble and honorable in His arrival. Jesus brings humility and honor to all who 

accept Him. He elevates those that submit to Him, He forgives sins, He accepts 

and gives eternal places of honor. What Jesus brings to our lives is what real 

triumph looks like. 

Question: Are you in awe of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords? 

2. He Brings Hope (8-11)- Jesus had recently raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11:43), 

and the word of Jesus’ power over death gave great hope to all those who witnessed and 

heard of it. The crowds tossing their coats on the ground to welcome Jesus as King is 

reminiscent of Jehu becoming king in 2nd Kings 9:13. Any person who was aware of such 

history would know that the people welcomed Jesus as anointed King to Jerusalem. The 

waving of palm branches signified He was a King returning from a victory, and the 

victory was over the death that held Lazarus. Soon He would fully conquer death and 

offer salvation from sins and promise of resurrection in His name, but on this day He set 

the stage from His crucifixion that would atone for the sins of all who would believe.  



a. Hope Expressed Through Scripture- Psalm 118 is the foundation of which they 

shouted. It was scripture that they used to praise God. It is scripture today that the 

believer clings to and proclaims for hopes sake.  

b. Hope Expressed Through Song- Psalm 118 was a song. Songs are great ways to 

express the hope we Have in Christ and the scriptures that verify who He is.  

Question: is your hope found in Scripture? 

3. He Brings Holiness (12-13)- Recently Tara and I took our children to an attraction. It 

was a little costly but was worth the money because the place was jam up and the extra 

events inside the attraction were included in the original ticket price. When it came time 

to eat though, we were robbed! I believe a few hot dogs and waters cost about the 

admission price. Similarly, the people that made the trip to Jerusalem felt the price paid to 

get to the city was worth it, but when it came time to worship the price was outrageous.  

a.  When Jesus arrives in the city He makes His way to the temple (place of 

worship) and starts cleaning house. Jesus took issue with the money changers 

swindling people out of their money once they arrived at the temple to buy 

sacrifices. These people were breaking the divine law of loving their neighbor. 

Their abusive techniques hindered true worship toward God so Jesus cleaned 

house. Jesus is in the house cleaning business. When He comes into our lives it is 

to clean them up so we can have a clearer and more full worship experience 

toward God. Jesus did not arrive in the city to allow the same ole same ole. He 

showed up to set things right. When you come to Christ know you are come to a 

Lord that will not leave you dirty. He is going to turn things over, run things out, 

and set things straight, for your body (His temple) is a place of worship and 

prayer to God and not a place for the mindsets of crookedness to operate.  

Question: What is it that Jesus is cleansing in your life that you may worship God fully? 



4. He brings Healing (14)- Jesus cleanses the temple and heals the blind and the lame.     

Jesus does more than strip your life bear. He also heals the hurts that go unrecognized in a 

temple filled with thieves. Often times we do not know how wounded we are until sin is 

run off, it is then we can see our fragile state and ask God to heal the parts in our lives 

that were hurting so long and we did not know it. The blind and lame of society were 

over looked by all the Hussle and bustle of the money changers. You can imagine that 

they were ran off, over, and over looked until Jesus showed up with ability to heal. Know 

this that when Jesus comes to your life as King He does what no other leader can do, 

heal. Our governments job is to protect us, and far as I can tell they have done well. They 

can hold off nuclear missiles pretty well, yet they can stop sickness, disease, mental 

illness, or emotional instability. The King we need is one who can triumph for us on 

every level and Jesus is that King! 

Question: What part of your life needs healing today? 

       5.  He Brings Honesty (15-17)- The leaders catch wind of all that is going on and make    

their way to Jesus to confront Him. As they approach Him the cheers of children fill their 

hearts. They look at Jesus and ask Him to silence them, yet Jesus points to the children’s 

honest remarks about Him. When Jesus is present in worship those that know and love 

the truth cannot help but rejoice in the truth of Jesus. Those who know Jesus as King take 

over the temple in songs of truth. The scripture gains volume and those that oppose Christ 

become concerned. Here at Bethany we want our worship to be honest. We want to be so 

in love with Jesus that we preach salvation in His name, holiness in His name, friendship 

in His name, and Evangelism in His name. We want the songs we sing about Jesus to take 

over every service and drown out lies in every mind.  

Question: Does your worship to Jesus represent the truth of Jesus? 




