
Bethany’s Love for God, Barnwell and the Nations 

Embracing the Unknown Week 2 

Acts 20:17-25 17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. 18 And when 

they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what 
manner I have been with you at all seasons, 19 Serving the LORD with all humility of mind, and with many 
tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 20 And how I kept back nothing 
that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to 
house, 21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that 
shall befall me there: 23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. 24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom 
of God, shall see my face no more. 

Last week we started preaching about developing the Paul mentality. That is, we know that Paul 

loved Jesus and people and nothing stopped him from showing that love, and we want that 

mindset. I want that mindset personally and I want us to have that mindset corporately. Bethany 

Baptist Church wants to show the love of God to Barnwell and all the nations. We exist to Love 

God, Love others, and Serve both and we do the best job of being who we are destined to be 

when we have a Paul like mentality.  

Why Paul’s Mentality? 

The reason we are after having Paul’s mentality is that he was very successful in following 

Christ. He worshipped God and served man unto death. He planted churches and affected 

countless lives. He reached out to people not like him and spent all he had for the glory of God 

and sake of man. Can we get that mentality? Can we operate like Paul? I believe we can:  

Proposition: We can have the Paul like mentality to do what it takes to Love God, Barnwell, and 

the Nations. 



Transition: By adopting the following convictions Paul had about God and the Gospel: 

1) Embrace the Unknown (v:22-23)- How do you picture the Christian life? Is it a well-

planned, well managed, well equipped life? Or is it more of an adventure that you plan 

for, but are never prepared for? What I have discovered is trying to live the “well 

maintained” Christian life is a struggle. Trying to stay away from adventures and 

hardships are draining and unfulfilling. I believe Paul was on to something when he 

decided to embrace the unknown. I think this mentality of Paul’s helped him survive and 

thrive as a Christian leader. I will go a step further and say I truly believe it is a biblical 

teaching to embrace the unknown if we are to follow Jesus to the fullest. To verify this 

giant claim let us look at the teachings of Jesus, James, and Paul;  

a. Jesus- Matthew 6:25-33 “Therefore I say unto you, take no thought for your life, 

what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put 

on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?”  

Fearing the unknown cripples Christians. If I do “a” then “b” may happen. We 

begin to think of the negatives of following Jesus or being saved. “If I follow 

Jesus my family and friends will look at me differently, I may not care about my 

own pleasures any more, I may miss my old hang outs, habits, hopes. If I follow 

Jesus everything I hold dear will fade”. The fears of what the future may hold 

keeps us captive more than we want to admit. Volunteering may interfere with 

something you like. Giving may interfere with something you want to buy. 

Traveling to spread the gospel may put you in situations you do not like. Jesus 

taught to take “no thought” or do not let thoughts of temporary things hinder you 

from eternal reward.  

i. Why Did Jesus Teach This?  Natural desire for food, drink, and comfort 

is very powerful. It is so powerful that it can hinder true life. These things 



can consume us while disguising themselves as good. Jesus taught that life 

is “more” than food, drink, and comfort. These things are not to be the 

determining factor in what we do in life.  

ii. What more is there to life? If I told a group of people like you that the 

highest pleasure and good in life is to do the will of God only the 

Christians of the group would give me audience. It sounds ludicrous to the 

natural man that wealth, health, a beautiful woman, and seeing the world 

was not the height of all heights. We are told that the working from 20-60 

is all about getting the American dream, so that when we are older we can 

“live it up”. Yet Jesus lived and taught that the will of God is supreme and 

the high mark of our existence. Jesus placed a supreme price on doing the 

will of God. Many Christians refuse the will because food, drink, and 

comfort may be or will be compromised. If food, drink, and comfort come 

before God then they are idols and God is not supreme.  

iii. What is the main theme in Jesus’s teaching? God is supreme above 

food, drink, pleasure, comfort, and anything or anyone else. Jesus lived a 

life and died a death that witnessed to the fact God is supreme. When our 

thought life is saturated with bare necessities and comforts of life 

following Jesus is brought to a halt. Jesus desires that His followers get 

the bigger picture of life. Paul’s mentality came from Jesus’ teachings? 

Where do you get your mentality?  

Question: Is God supreme in your thought life? 

b. James- James 4:13-14 “Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go 

into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get 

gain: 14Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? 

It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”  

http://biblehub.com/james/4-14.htm


You do not know what will happen so trust in Jesus and bind yourself to His will. 

James had a “work now trust God attitude”. The business of tomorrow should not 

affect the work of today. 

i. What Occupies Your Day? To what you give your mind and time you 

give your life. James knowing the temptation and weight of worldly plans 

and gain, encouraged believers to measure life as a water vapor. Serve 

God today, worship Him as supreme today, plan tomorrow in the light of 

eternity because your life may not make it till tomorrow, but it will make it 

to eternity. Spend your money wisely, conduct business wisely, plan 

wisely, but do so in view of eternity for you are nearer eternity than 

tomorrow. Paul occupied his mind with eternal things. These eternal things 

were pleasant to Paul and I believe he described them as the “whatsoever 

things” listed in Philippians 4:8 which were a direct result of his decision 

to go to Jerusalem.  

ii. Why Does Worldly Gain Mean so Much? Gain means security. It means 

we can eat, drink, and have the comfort we desire. We can afford 

vacations, doctors, insurance, educations, gym memberships, food, and 

many other things that give us security. James did not see these things as 

ultimate security. He saw them as hinderances to do the will of God. He 

saw them as smoke and mirrors. James saw real life as vanishing away no 

matter the plots and planning of man. James knew God as the real gain in 

life and nothing was to distract from that truth.  Paul looked at his worldly 

gains and counted them as loss for the excellency of Christ. The Paul 

mentality places value you on eternity not temporal gains.  

Question: Do you live today with eternity in view? 

c. Paul- Paul’s ministry was marked by adventure. He planned mission trips and 

went into cities with gospel plans, but every time he turned around he was being 



beat, imprisoned, thrown out of cities, and ridiculed. He did not retreat, rather he 

embraced the unknown of the mission. 

i. Bound in the Spirit- Paul was a driven man. He had been captured by the 

glory of Christ years ago on Damascus road. What and Who he saw 

changed him forever. It is debated what Paul meant when he stated he was 

“bound in the spirit”. Some say it was his own desire to go, and others say 

he was bound to the Spirit of God. Either way he was compelled by an 

impulse that was greater than him. He was united with a desire that moved 

him beyond fear and brought him to embrace the unknown.  

ii. Going to Jerusalem-Paul loved the city and the people. He wanted to be 

there more than anywhere else. Dangerous and unknown what would 

happen Paul moved in the direction of the city.  

iii. Not Knowing- The embrace of the unknown is a hard thing, but it is a 

necessary thing. Faith is not knowing, but going for God anyway. 

Abraham did not know where he was going when God called him from his 

home. David did not know what was to befall him when he was anointed 

king. When a couple is married they do not know what lies ahead of them, 

but they walk the path anyway, bound by promise when love seems to 

fade, they walk on. Not knowing is not to equal not going.  

iv. What Paul Knew-The Holy Spirit told Paul, repeatedly, he would be 

chained and afflicted if he went to Jerusalem. I for one would have 

believed God didn’t want me to go. It would seem God was warning me to 

keep my health and freedom, but Paul saw it as knowing Christ “and the 

power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 

conformable unto his death” (Philippians 3:10). The unknown nor the 

known changed Paul’s mind. A Paul mentality is a mentality that says, I 

will go forward into the dense for of life for the glory of God and sake of 

man.  



v. Why Paul Went- Paul was heading to Jerusalem to share the message of 

God’s grace and the forgiveness of sins. Paul states in Romans 9:3 “For I 

could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh”.  Paul, if possible, would have taken hell 

for his people to gain Christ. He could not take hell for them, but he could 

take chains and afflictions to reach all that he could.  

Question: What drives you to serve Jesus?


