
A Paul Mentality III 
“The Cost of Finishing” 

Acts 20:17-27; 36-38  

Not Just Anybody 

I see in Paul what I would like to be but am not yet. He is a good model to follow in the Christian 

life and having a good model is a good start. I read this week, “I always wanted to be somebody, 

but now I realize I should have been more specific” (Lily Tomlin). The same author said “the 

road to success is always under construction”. I do not know the lady, but I feel both quotes are 

humorous and true. Our personal aim should be to go higher, and to do that we must have a 

higher mark. Don’t just be anybody; model your life after great men and women of the faith, the 

greatest model being Jesus.  

The Name above all Names 

The Apostle Paul changed his name, or at least used his second name primarily, for the gospel 

sake. It was one of many things that he counted as loss for the excellency of Jesus Christ. There 

is debate on why he dropped Saul and picked up Paul. As mentioned above some hold to the fact 

that it was his second name much like I have two names but go by one. Others link the name 

change to Acts 13:12 where a high-ranking Gentile is converted, whose name was Sergius 

Paulus. Either way the name selection shows early on that Paul was captured by God’s grace and 

Christ was his supreme prize. Something as personal as his own name would not stand in his way 

to do the will of God and finish the course set before him. Over Paul’s missionary journeys he 

would suffer loss of health, friends, freedom, comfort, and self-dependence. Paul’s life looked 

like a slow execution, which suited the preacher. These losses peeled Paul back layer by layer 

and revealed the glory and power of Christ in his earthen vessel. This is the Paul-like mentality 

we have been preaching. Paul treasured Jesus above all things. The shiniest items in life looked 

grey and dull compared to the bright beauty of the risen Lord. Saul was a dull name compared to 

the “Name above all Names” so he gladly dropped it to promote a name greater than his. It is this 



mentality that I pray each of us endeavor to adopt. It is simple, but difficult. It is life changing for 

the good. It is painful and joyful all at the same time, and it is something that is obtainable. I 

truly believe every Christian can have the Paul-like mentality to do what it takes to love God, 

Barnwell, and the Nations by adopting the following convictions Paul had about God and the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ: 

1) Focus on Finishing (V:24)- Great visionaries can look beyond a single point in time and 

embrace the goal to come. Paul was such a visionary. He looked at the elders of the 

church and beyond. He looked at the hardships of Jerusalem and beyond. He looked at 

his life and beyond. He was looking at and through each point in time focusing on the 

finish line. The traps of the present lay before each of us. We look at what is all around us 

and count it as surplus. The moment we are in beckons us to stay and many settle with 

the present missing the blessings of the future. A Paul-like mentality is developed 

enjoying but not being trapped by the present. Where a person gazes determines their 

direction. Paul’s focus was on finishing and that is where he was heading! 

a. Enduring to the End “So that I may FINISH my course”- The Christian life is a 

finished race (2nd Timothy 4:7). It is finished with endurance (Matthew 24:13) and 

a strong degree of difficulty, so Paul calls it a “fight”. He told Timothy to endure 

hardness “as a good solider of Jesus Christ” (2nd Timothy 2:3), because the 

Christians race has many difficult obstacles on the track. Paul spoke of himself as 

a runner “pressing toward” the finish line with all he had (Philippians 3:14). The 

Christian life is full hardships, but it is also overrunning with grace that helps us 

finish our race. Paul ran for God as an athlete in a crowded race. He ran to win! A 

church with a Paul like mentality looks to Jesus, paces themselves, and sweats 

into glory. Walk, jog, sprint, crawl, but whatever you do set your mind on 

finishing. There are many who have shown us how to run the race of faith. The 

writer of Hebrews tells us we are surrounded by a “great cloud of witnesses” that 

teach us to throw off excess baggage that keeps us from winning. The greatest 

witness is Jesus who pressed toward the cross every day of His life. He embraced 



the call of God and never turned back. Jesus taught that once you begin do not 

look back, for those that look back are not fit for the kingdom of God (Luke 9:62). 

The writer of Hebrews tells us that if we are mindful from where we came, we 

will return to that place (Hebrews 11:15). Genesis tells of Sodom and Gomorrah’s 

destruction. While Lot and his family fled from the rain of fire, Lot’s wife “looked 

back” and was destroyed (Genesis 19:26). Jesus teaches His disciples to 

“remember Lot’s wife” and do not value your life or it will be lost. All these New 

Testament teachings express the importance of starting the Christian life with the 

end in mind and never looking back. Count the cost of the building and war ahead 

that awaits Christian living and make provision or you will not succeed (Luke 

14:28-33). Enduring to the end is important for it reveals the grace of God that a 

person claims to have. Paul knew the scriptures and this knowledge empowered 

him to endure for the glory of God and sake of man. What is Bethany Baptist 

doing with the biblical knowledge we have? Are we running and enduring? Or are 

we watching from the couch of life? Couch potatoes cannot win the race. 

b. Ready to Lose “neither count I my life dear”- Last week I stated that Paul got his 

mentality from the life and teachings of Jesus. Matthew 16:25 struck at and stuck 

to the heart of Paul “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever 

will lose his life for my sake shall find it.” Paul wrote in Philippians 3:8 that he 

lost all things and counted them as rubbish that he might win Christ. He said his 

sufferings were not to be compared with the glory that will be revealed in him 

(Romans 8:18). Paul desired to finish his course to the point he would lose any 

and all things to finish. The mindset to lose is necessary in order to win as a 

Christian. I would like each of us to examine the good gifts of God. Family, 

friends, money, houses, cars, vacations, and all the other things in life that are 

precious to us. Which of these things are you not prepared to lose for Jesus? Now 

I ask you to prepare your heart to pray with me and tell Jesus that we are not 

ready to lose. Let’s confess together that we are not to that point, but let’s not stop 

there. Together prepare to pray with me that we will gain the “ready to lose” 



mindset for the glory of God so none of these things will have the power to hinder 

us from the race that we are to run.  

Question: Where is your heart’s focus? 

2) Have Faith Beyond Faces (V:25;36-38)- Good-byes are extremely hard especially in the 

case of not seeing another person in this life. Good-byes are even harder when one of the 

parties involved can change the outcome if they chose to stay. I once heard divorce 

described “a greater pain than death”, because the other party had a say in leaving. Paul 

could have stayed with his friends. He had accomplished more in one life time than 

anyone else could have done in ten. Timothy could have taken over and Paul could have 

settled in to some retirement at a local church, instead he decided to leave those he 

discipled. It was admirable, but heartbreaking. Each face that beheld Paul had to have 

Christian faith beyond the face of Paul, and Paul had to do the same.  

a. Faces cannot be the foundation of Faith- I look at my wife, children, and the 

faces of each of you and love fills my heart. I like seeing you every Sunday, and I 

love seeing the faces of Tara, Isaiah, Elijah, Malachi, and Nehemiah each day. I 

am surrounded by beauty on every side, but this beauty is temporal and faces will 

fade. Paul knew this truth and built his life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Faces 

fade, as I am speaking we are all fading. I ask you today to get the Paul mentality 

and allow Jesus to command your life and not the faces in your life. Jesus taught 

in Matthew 10:37 against faces being the foundation of faith. It is impossible to 

love the face of the smiling person beside you more than Jesus and be a disciple 

of Jesus. Paul knew this truth and kept it close to his heart. He loved the faces 

about him, but not more than Jesus. More faces were ahead of him, more lives to 

touch, and a death to die. We can not be sure whose face Paul saw last before he 

was executed, but what we know is the person that look at his face last saw the 

face of a man who loved Jesus more than his own life.  



Anne Askew, the daughter of a wealthy landowner in the time of Henry the VII, was burned to 

death for her faith on July 16, 1546 when she was 26 years old. Before her death she was 

tortured to the point her main joints were pulled out of socket. She did not let the consideration 

of wealth or missed faces hinder her from giving her all to Jesus. Before being dragged to the 

stake to be burned to death she was given one last chance to recant, to which she replied “I am 

not come hither to deny my Lord and Master.” 

Question: What is your faith founded upon? 


