
Shades of Glory 

The intention of this message is to help give the people of Bethany Baptist Church a clear vision 

of God’s great design for the nations. We will stand on the biblical principle that there is one race 

(the human race) and many groupings and nations of this race. We will find, from scripture, our 

common ancestry, sin, Redeemer, and eternal purpose. My hope is that we will not see “shades” 

of skin as divisive, but of glory that radiates from an eternally holy God. My hope is that we will 

come together and worship God in our shades of glory! 

Part I. Noah and the Nations: 

Scripture: Genesis 10:31-32 

The Same Tree: 

Family makes a difference. My nieces and nephews matter to me because they are my brothers 

and sister-in-law children. We come from the same “tree” and are cut from the same “cloth”. My 

brothers are different than me, but we share a lot of similarities. Our height, build, hair, and 

manner of life is someone what different, but beneath these differences is the same bloodline and 

upbringing. We experienced many of the same trials and temptations as young men. We are 

connected by blood and experience. We feel a deep connection to one another because of these 

things, and because of these things I care in a unique for my nieces and nephews. It is my belief 

that we can, from scripture and because of Jesus, feel these same family desires for people we 

have never met because we have all fallen from the same tree.  



 Have you ever seen a tree go through its natural transitions as seasons change? Tara and I 

love to take the kids to the mountains every fall. Most of our time there is spent driving the 

parkway, hiking, and looking at the sights. I have discovered by the prices, packed trails, and 

overlooks that we are not the only ones that enjoy looking at the multicolored leaves. When you 

get on the parkway to ride the top of the mountains in the fall, traffic slows as people are in awe 

at every turn with the surrounding trees and their shades of colors. It is the glorious colors of the 

leaves that makes the mountains breath taking. It is the same with the human race. We come 

from the same ancestor and have filled the globe with different shades of glory. When I say 

“shades of glory” I am not simply referring to skin pigment, although that is part of the glory, but 

not all. There are people who have the same skin pigment, but different languages and cultures 

that make them glorious as well. When we talk about shades of glory we are talking about all the 

differences that the groupings and nations of this world have that reveal the glory of God. 

Nations for His Glory 

Isaiah 43:7; Revelation 4:11 

Every person, creature, and thing has been created to bring God glory. God’s creation reveals His 

glory (Psalm 19:1) and the nations are no different. God is so big, so powerful, so beautiful, and 

so deep one kind of person cannot declare clearly how wonderful He is and so we have the 

nations. Every nation no matter how poor, sick, or backwards has the creative purpose to bring 

glory to God. The Church is made up of all nationalities. In the church the full purpose of all 

nations will be recognize in eternity.   



How the Nations began: 

Scripture: Genesis 10 

Genesis is the book of generations. God creates man in His own image. Man falls into sin with 

promise of a Redeemer to come. Man multiplies greatly and lives wickedly. God decides to flood 

the earth and wipe out sinful man, but spares Noah, his wife, their 3 kids, and their wives. It is 

from these 8 people that all the nations descended. Each one of us are connected to each other by 

Noah and his sons.  

The big Question: 

Today the big question is “what are the implications of us descending from Noah”? What does 

this mean to me as an induvial and to us a church?  

I. We are Connected (Genesis 10:1)- Love it or hate it but you cannot choose who is in 

your family.  

a. Our Common Ancestor- If you were to get on a train and travel backwards on the 

track of time you would observe that the nations of people would contract until 

they came to Noah whom God showed grace and was found to be a righteous man 

walking faithfully with God (Genesis 6:8-9). This is our lineage as a worldwide 

people. If we were to stop on the track of time and make observations it would be 

noticed that we had some bad apples in the family tree, but that is not our 



common starting point. Our starting point is with a man God showed grace. A 

man who believed and obeyed God. A man who had a family, built an ark, and 

endured hardships to the saving of his house. Before our languages changed, 

before our skin took on varying shades, before we flew different flags under 

different governments, and before false religions emerged among us, this man was 

the representative of all nations to come. Our common ancestor was not a king, 

warrior, or statesmen, but he was a boat builder who followed God! 

b. The Sons of Noah (Genesis 9:18-19)- Our Common Ancestor Noah had three 

sons. Each Son represents people types that occupy the world today. Although 

nations and groups are fractured and multiplied many times over each group can 

find their identity in one of the three sons of Noah. 

i. Shem (Genesis 5:32)- Shem is the father of the Semitic people and those 

that have descended from them. To simplify this His people occupied the 

Mideastern area that joined, or separated the descendants of Japheth and 

Ham. The Messiah (Jesus) is a descendant of Shem. 

ii. Ham (Genesis 5:32)- Warm, hot, and hence the south; also an Egyptian 

word meaning "black", the youngest son of Noah (Genesis 5:32; 

Comp. 9:22, 24). The curse pronounced by Noah against Ham, properly 

against Canaan his fourth son, was accomplished when the Jews 

subsequently exterminated the Canaanites. 

http://biblehub.com/genesis/5-32.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/9-22.htm


One of the most important facts recorded in Genesis 10 is the foundation 

of the earliest monarchy in Babylonia by Nimrod the grandson of Ham (6, 8, 10). 

The primitive Babylonian empire was thus Hamitic, and of a cognate race with 

the primitive inhabitants of Arabia and of Ethiopia. (see ACCAD.) 

The race of Ham were the most energetic of all the descendants of Noah in the 

early times of the post-diluvian world. (Easton’s Bible Dictionary).  

Ham’s descendants occupied what is the upper east region of Africa. Ham is a 

marvelous picture of grace. Though he was cursed, his descendants that follow Jesus 

still dwell in the church of the redeemed. He is a beautiful picture of the whole 

church, cursed but saved! 

iii. Japheth (Genesis 5:32)- “Expansion” Japheth sons occupied what is now 

called Europe and some of Asia. His children are what we would call fair 

skinned or white. The Children of Japheth would become the Greeks and 

Romans. Their history is that of expansion ruling and influence.  

Knowing we are all connected should encourage us to pray for one another. Yes, the 

fallen tendency is  to war, enslave, and murder one another, but let us put these so far 

to the side that we can pray for our enemies as Jesus has commanded.  

Question: Does your connection to others help fuel your care for them? 

http://biblehub.com/context/genesis/10.htm
http://biblehub.com/topical/a/accad.htm


II. We are Governor Ourselves (Genesis 9:1-7)- After the flood God made a covenant 

with Noah. This covenant is unconditional and to all people. Verse 6-7 is where God 

institutes human government. The right to governor human affairs was handed down 

to man in order to guard against abuse of life and property. Capital punishment is in 

the hands of human governments.  Paul says that government leaders are for the good 

and are to punish the wicked (Romans 13:4). The sons of Noah would set up 

governments different in shapes, sizes, and operation. These governments would 

influence the operation of mankind’s relationships with one another. What can we as 

believers’ gleam from God’s institution of human government? 

i. There are different types- One size does not fit all, but each government 

type is supposed to uphold the same idea to protect life and property of its 

people. 

ii. Voting and Becoming- If we vote or become leaders in government we are 

to build our decisions from the original principles of government laid forth 

in Genesis 9. That is, we are to protect human life and property.  

iii. Human government will be eternal- The government of nations will 

perish, by Jesus, as glorified man, will rule and reign and the government 

will be on His shoulders. It is only in this sense the human government 

will be eternal.  

What does this have to do with shades of glory or the gospel? 



Governments represent its people and God in this sense it is to show the glory of God 

in various ways. Even evil governments show the power and sovereignty of God in 

some shape or form. In this sense it has to do with shades of glory.  

 The church must believe we are to pray and work with the powers that be to reach 

people. We can not ditch governments and do our own thing. We are to work, to the 

farthest extent, through government to reach God’s people. The church is not here on 

earth to wage war, but through the gospel to live obediently and pursue peace with all 

men.   

Question: Do you pray for our governments locally and worldwide that we and our 

brothers and sisters around the world can live a peaceable life? 

III. We are Scattered (Genesis 10:5)- Noah’s sons, grandsons, great grandsons, and so 

on spread out in different locations. Genesis 8:20 records Noah worshipping God and 

we can assume it was a worship service with his family. They were there worshipping 

God together, but from there each went in different directions. It seems that man 

began to wander from God and each other from that moment. Not much later, in 

Genesis 11, man has come together to form a religious center worship, called the 

tower of Babel, that was completely opposite of the worship of the late verses of 

Genesis 8. The living God had already been closed out of human government and 

worship to the point God confounded them and various languages developed.  



a. We are far from Home- Now comes the sad news. Humanity is lost. We have left 

the altar of God and the beautiful nations are damned. Our family members are 

under the assumption that some religion is good enough. Around the world people 

have a faint knowledge of God but can not get back to the altar of Genesis 8. 

Humanity is far from Home. The church is to go forth and invite people back to 

the worship of the living God. 

b. Scattered with Hope- The nations are scattered and separated by many things. 

Languages, family, skin color, culture, religion, terrain, and seas separate the 

peoples of the earth; but there is HOPE! Jesus came to call all people to ONE 

BODY. He sent the church out to gather the nations into His Kingdom. This 

saving and sending of the church is so powerful and compelling it has kept me 

where I am! It has caused me to study, pray, preach, and stay faithful. I want to be 

the one to call the nations of Barnwell (The different languages, skin types, and 

cultures in this area) to worship God! People near us are far from God, but if you 

are near them then they are near God! Reach with all your heart the people that 

are nearest you and if called go to the nations far and wide and bring them back to 

the altar of forgiveness and worship through Jesus Christ!  

Question: Will you bring people that look like you and those that don’t look like you to worship 

God with you?


