
Shades of Glory  

Scripture: Psalm 57: 

Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the 

shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast. 

2 I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things for me. 

3 He shall send from heaven, and save me from the reproach of him that would swallow me up. 

Selah. God shall send forth his mercy and his truth. 

4 My soul is among lions: and I lie even among them that are set on fire, even the sons of men, 

whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword. 

5 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; let thy glory be above all the earth. 

6 They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down: they have digged a pit before 

me, into the midst whereof they are fallen themselves. Selah. 

7 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise. 

8 Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early. 

9 I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations. 

10 For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds. 

11 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: let thy glory be above all the earth. 



Title: The Power and Need of God Centered Worship in the Mission of God. 

The Great Commission of The Resurrected Christ 

God created the nations and will redeem the nations to know and worship Him. God’s 

redemption program for all the nations is laid out in the scriptures from Genesis to Revelation 

with most of the Old Testament focused on the nation that God elected to receive the Word of 

God, rituals of worship, and bring forth Jesus, The Savior and Ruler over all nations. The New 

Testament, Matthew thru Revelation, begins with the Jewish people under Roman rule, 

highlights the life, disciples, teachings, sacrifice, and resurrection of Jesus and then introduces us 

to the New Testament Church age. The New Testament Church begins with disciples of Jesus 

from the Jewish nation that spread the message of God to other nations. It was through the 

Jewish nation that the great commission of God commenced.  Jesus gave the church the great 

commission and here is how He expressed it.  

Matthew 28:18-20 “18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me 

in heaven and in earth.19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:20 Teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the 

world. Amen.” 

I remember first learning these verse at Vacation Bible School as a child. It is a simple enough 

commission a child can understand and a vast enough commission it takes millions of adults to 

fulfill it! The great commission breaks down like this. 

1) Jesus has all authority and power 



2) Go with this power to all nations 

3) Teach all nations the truth of salvation in Jesus 

4) Baptize the nations 

5) Teach the nations to know and worship God 

6) Trust that Jesus is with You ever step of the way. 

That is a simple way to put it and most of us can see that in the scripture without a preacher 

breaking it down for us. There are, however, some implications of the text that can be pointed out 

to make the great commission richer to every believer. 

1) Performing the great commission only can be done with the power of Christ.  

2) God desires for all nations to be saved and worship Him. Thus, implying that the 

nations are without God and therefore without true worship 

3) Those following Jesus most know about Jesus in order to teach the nations about 

Jesus.  

4) A disciple experiences full discipleship in the great commission.  

Today I want us to understand that the mission of the Church exists because worship of God does 

not exist. When we invite people to be forgiven of sins and baptized into the family of God we 

are asking them to position their lives, through Christ, so they can worship God. Knowing this 

leads me to the conclusion that the greatest task of the Church is worship and true worship is 

attractive and empowering. I look at it this way: We are sent out to bring people in. That is we 



are sent from a house that is filled with glory, passion, reality, and the very presence of God to 

bring people outside of all this into all of this. Where we are is attractive to the unchurched if 

Christ be lifted up in the place. Worship attracts the outside world and it empowers believers to 

go to the lost in the name of Jesus. Genuine worship, passionate worship, and biblical worship 

are  magnets to bring all shades of people together for God’s glory. John saw glorious worship of 

God by all nations which signals that the great commission that Jesus left with His church was 

fulfilled. Evidently, we are going to worship God and be motivated to bring others to do so as 

well. The true church is going to worship and go tell others about Jesus. It is something I can 

rejoice in as a pastor and you can trust in as a congregation. 

Now that We Know 

Knowing that worship is the first and last call of the church should make Bethany Baptist Church 

desirous of great worship services. We should look forward to and make the most of our 52 times 

a year we gather together.  Having the desire to worship God is the crux of a great mission’s 

program. Knowing how to worship God makes for a great mission’s program.  

How then can we make the church a place that is attractive to the those who are lost? 

Every Christian can know how to worship God in a way the fulfills, attracts, and empowers 

By activating heart felt worship found Psalm 57 

1. Heartfelt Worship Comes from Service (Psalm 57:1)- David was the poet king of 

Israel. He wrote poems and songs that magnified the God he loved. There was no temple, 

but there was much worship. The worshipping king came before the building king. That 



is worship proceeded the building of the great temple. The same is true with the 

tabernacle. Abraham Isaac and Jacob did not have a tabernacle, but they had worship. 

Worship is so powerful and attractive it moved the people of Israel to fund and build a 

tabernacle, temple, and dedicate a whole tribe to the service of worship. Worship is no 

less powerful today than it was in the times of Israel, and should be considered more 

powerful because we have Christ, the cross, the resurrection, and the Spirt of God 

dwelling in us. The introduction to the song shows that David (the anointed king of 

Israel) was on the run from the reigning king of Israel Saul when David’s soul poured out 

in poetic worship before God. David’s powerful worship experience took place and 

flowed from his obedience to God. It was God that made David king and it was for this 

reason Saul sought his life. David told Jonathan “there is but a step between me and 

death” (1st Samuel 20:3). Worship pours out of our lives when we “risk it all for God”. 

When we say yes to what God says we are placed in God’s will to except whatever may 

come for saying yes to God. It is when we hazard our lives for God in service to His call 

that heartfelt worship pours from us. It could be shame that we suffer for saying, doing, 

and being what is right in the eyes of God. It could be the financial despair we come into 

from spending all on God. It could be the sickness we received from ministering to 

others. But rest assure when you say “yes” to Jesus hazards will come which means true 

worship will come and thereby will people come to God (2nd Timothy 3:12)! 

a) The Castle- David was called to be King and he would worship God in his 
castle. God gives us big, beautiful, and full places to worship Him at times 
and we should take advantage of it. We should not expect castles because it is 
not necessary for worship, but we should be grateful when the castles of our 



lives are open to us. The comfort of a castle should make are worship sweet in 
thanksgiving to God. 

b) The Cave- When we arrive at this Psalm David is on the run huddled with a 
handful of men in a cave. He was a cave man that rested on the good grace of 
God. Your placement in life is to draw out your praise in life. David was not 
surround by the best of men or their design. He was not in a massive group 
that packed the streets. He was in a small cave with a group of despaired men 
and yet worship was real and worship was sweet. True heartfelt worship flows 
from a congregation that is living in obedience of God’s word and through 
that obedience has tasted the good grace of God. It is the expression of God’s 
grace that flows freely in worship that is attractive and empowering.  

Illustration: Billy Graham found himself a bit down and unsure of his direction in ministry in 
1949. One night, while preparing for a retreat he was to preach at, he found a quiet spot in the 
woods and set his bible on a stump. It was there he told God that he didn’t have all the answers 
and wasn’t sure how to answer all the difficulties in the bible. He then went on to commit 
himself to preach it as God’s authoritative word. It was a turning point in his ministry and 
millions would be affected worldwide because of his personal cave like worship service. It was 
in Mr. Graham’s conflict received because of obedience to God’s word that made his personal 
worship attractive and empowering. 

Application:  

Will you worship God in your castle or in your cave? 

II. Heartfelt Worship Comes from Humility (Psalm 57:1-2)- One of my favorite 80’s movie is 
back-to-the future. The main Marty Mcfly is a small man that does not like being called a 
chicken “nobody calls me chicken” is one of the lines he uses. There are not many of us that 
liked to be called a chicken, yet the anointed warrior, shepherd, bear slaughtering, lion chasing, 
giant killing king submitted himself to God as a chick that needed shelter. Attractive worship 
takes its shape in humility. A humble worship service says “Behold our God” not “behold our 
building, pastor, and core values”. Humble heartfelt worship becomes tangible when a you:  

a) Realize what you are- Its ok to be you. What I mean is it is ok not to have it altogether 
and be macho man or wonder woman. True worship says God as supreme and us as 
weak children that needs an amazing God to do an awesome work on our behalf.  



b) Sing of Who God is- This writing is a song. David did not quietly believe that God 
was God, but sung of God’s might and his own helplessness.  

Application: 

How do you humble yourself before God in worship? 

III. Heartfelt Worship comes from Hope in God (Psalm 57:3-6)- Away from the 
castle, outnumbered in a cave, plotted against by the best minds in the kingdom, and 
David still had hope in God. David looked toward heaven and waited for his rescue. 
When we faithful gather together against all odds we show “our hope is built on 
nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness.” I love to see Mrs. Linda Miller roll 
into church every service. She is one of the most faithful church members we have. 
She has more reason than any person here, and most people that stayed home today, 
not to come. Yet she comes! Against all odds she comes to worship God and that tells 
me that she prizes God. She tells me with her coming that God is bigger than my 
sickness, bigger than my weakness, bigger than my disabilities, she preaches to me 
every time I see her, without one word, that I CAN HOPE IN GOD!!!  

Illustration: “From Parade magazine comes the story of self-made millionaire Eugene 

Land, who greatly changed the lives of a sixth-grade class in East Harlem. Mr. Lang 

had been asked to speak to a class of 59 sixth-graders. What could he say to inspire 

these students, most of whom would drop out of school? He wondered how he could 

get these predominantly black and Puerto Rican children even to look at him. 

Scrapping his notes, he decided to speak to them from his heart. "Stay in school," he 

admonished, "and I'll help pay the college tuition for every one of you." At that 

moment the lives of these students changed. For the first time they had hope. Said one 

student, "I had something to look forward to, something waiting for me. It was a 

golden feeling." Nearly 90 percent of that class went on to graduate from high 

school.” 



This man gave the kids something they never had. True worship that rest on God in 

the most difficult times gives those around us something they never had as well: hope 

in God 

Application: 

Does your worship to God demonstrate hope in God? 

IV. Heartfelt worship seeks to honor God among all people (Psalm 57:8-9)- What 

does all this have to do with “Shades of Glory”? The nations are scattered, different in 

cultural, language, and coloring. We are different people who favor different things, 

but all nations yearn for real worship to the real God of heaven. Real, intense, 

humble, and hopeful worship draws the world to Christ. When we invite someone to 

Bethany we are inviting them to experience a real worship experience. We want the 

name of Jesus to be seen as Supreme and Saving. We want people to see and 

experience God in our worship. If we are calling people out of the world to worship 

God it better be an experience and I am not talking a light show kind of an 

experience. I am talking a radically different experience where we hazard, humble, 

hope, and hail God as supreme in all that we do.  

Illustration: I remember going to church as a kid and seeing the attendance and 

offering boards that hung on the wall of the sanctuary. I was a pre-teen and teenager 

when I took noticed of them. They were depressing to me in many instances. I heard 

the preacher talk of sacrifice, faithfulness, charity, and all the Christian virtues and 



what he said and how the people attended, gave, and sing were not the same. The 

heartfelt worship of the church was missing. Then later in my teens I visited a church 

that was full of heartfelt worship. The pews were 80 plus percent full, the singing was 

vibrant, and the church offering bags, when they passed me were near full. I was 

baptized, became a member, trained and sent from that very church. You are here 

today because the members of that church worshipped God with intensity and 

purpose. 

Application: 

Will those that attend Bethany Baptist be changed by the worship we render to God? 


