
A Time for War: 

A Battle for Relationships 

Philippians 2: 1-11 

If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 

2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind. 

3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than themselves. 

4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of 
others. 

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: 

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; 

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 

Over the past two weeks we as individuals and a church have declared war on our enemies, 

named the flesh (our fallen ego) and Satan. We have claimed war in order to rule at liberty the 

great gifts Jesus purchased for us and gave to us at salvation. For the sake of this message we 

have called these gifts “kingdoms” that we have rights to rule over with Jesus by the blood of His 



cross. We are not staking our rights to reign with Christ on anything less than His Bloody Cross 

and resurrection. Today we claim humbly with grace that we are more than conquers through 

Jesus who loves us. We are here to fight will all our strength that has come through Christ. This 

is a war zone, a place of Christian warfare, a place of Christian service, and instruction. Today 

we make war over our God ordained relationships. This day we begin to regain strong footing in 

our relationships for the glory of God and sake of man! 

Why Battle for relationships: 

I am asking you faithfully battle through scripture for your relationships here on earth. I am 

asking for you to use resources, energy, and time to create and maintain holy relationships. You 

may ask, “why do so much for relationships”? This is my answer to you. 

1) Relationships are Sacred to God- The Godhead is Three Persons in One. God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Spirit. They have always been together in fellowship, love, and 

joy. Jesus prayed in John 17 that His disciples would be one as He and His Father. 

Relationships exist because God exist.  

2) Relationships are important to us- God infinity values relationship and that is enough, but 

God gives us more reason because He is the God of more. God has given us relationships 

for our own benefit. In Genesis, Adam looked about at all the animals and their mates and 

felt lonely, and it is worth pausing and pointing out feeling lonely or longing (for the right 

reason) is not a sin or Adam would not have felt it at this point it history. God knowing 

the longing of Adam and the important immeasurable role of women in God’s eternal 

plan made Adam a wife. The man and woman together would create children and become 



a family. The relationships within the family would blossom into friendships and the 

world would be interconnected through relationships.  

3) Relationships breaks barriers- The walls that separate us one from another tumble down 

when we get to know one another. The many difficulties we face in and out of church can 

be helped if we form relationships with others. When Jesus instituted the church, He did 

so with the intentions of making men and women from all nations part of His family. The 

church is to help break chains that hold people who look different come together as one 

family.  

Relationships are a great gift that are being attacked hard because they are precious and 

powerful when put together correctly. There is no wonder why Satan has put in place many 

traps to weaken and destroy human fellowship with God and each other. 

What to know about this Battle 

Relationships in the Christian community are very challenging because we are commanded to 

have vibrant, holy, heavenly relationships in a sin cursed selfish world. Remember our enemy the 

flesh? The fallen ego that lurks in our hearts awaiting its final defeat? That ego is absorbed with 

itself and all it wants is to make much of itself no matter the cost of others. This enemy makes it 

very hard to have heavenly relationships on this earth, but it is possible! This battle is 

challenging because the goal of it is to reproduce godly relationships that are seldom seen. There 

are not many, if any relationships, that we can look to for guidance. Our war is then two-fold. 1. 

We battle to be Christ-like to others and 2. We battle to set an example for our children and 

others to follow. If we win this battle we change the culture of our church, family, and 



community. We can beat the enemy back little by little in everyone’s life around us if we battle 

with wisdom for our relationships. 

E/C can gain the footing back in their relationships for the glory of God and sake of man 

By taking the following actions 

1) Study the truths of the Trinity (Philippians 2:1 & 6)- The Godhead is One God in 

Three Persons. God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Spirit have always 

existed in perfect harmony together in love, fellowship, joy, and perfection. The 

relationship of the Godhead is placed at the forefront of all examples of living. If we 

are going to have healthy and holy relationships here on earth we must look to heaven 

through the lens of scripture and study the perfect harmonious relationship between 

Father, Son, and Spirit. When we do this, we discover how to be the husband, wife, 

father, mother, friend, and child we are destined to be. Here is what Paul unpacks from 

the Trinity that the Christian church is to glean from. 

a. Fellowship of The Spirit (V:1)- “The word "fellowship - κοινωνία koinōnia - 

means that which is common to two or more; that of which they partake 

together;” (John Gill).  This “fellowship” is the spark or atmosphere that is 

created between two or more people when they come together. An 

example would appear here in our life groups. If your attend the 

primetime life group it has a different “feel” or atmosphere than the other 

groups, because of the “fellowship” that happens between the people of 

that group. If you go to a comedy show the “fellowship” that is there is 



that of humor, humor flows and swirls through the crowd, that is the 

“spirit” of the place. The difference in Holy Spirit fellowship and human 

fellowship is The Hoy Spirit is the Person of fellowship between Father 

and Son. As the Father and Son experience joy, love, and fullness from 

each other the Person of that fellowship between the Father and Son 

proceeds forth. The Church from all times and places are influenced by 

the feeling, views, and joy of the Holy Spirit. This fellowship makes for 

good relationships. When our feelings, joy, and view of others are directly 

linked to the fellowship of the Father and Son we have peace one with 

another.  

b. Who Being in the form of God (V:6)- The writer of Hebrews says Jesus is 

“the express image of His (God’s) Person”. Paul says we are to have the 

same mind that His Express Image has. Jesus’s life expresses submission, 

services, sacrifice, forbearance, sound judgment, love, joy, kindness, and 

caring to God His Father and people. Knowing the truth of Jesus will help us 

do the truth of Jesus. Relationships can work against all odds if we study out 

the relationship Jesus has with His Father.  

c. Equal with God (V:6b)- God the Father has no issue with the Son being equal 

to Him and this being communicated through the Spirit. Human relationships 

work the best when equality is a priority. The Father, Son, and Spirit have 

different roles, but all equally God. Roles exist in relationships, but so can 

equality.  



There is much amazing truth to learn from about relationships when you study the Trinity. Did 

you know that you study the Trinity when you read the New Testament? Those of you who are 

reading the New Testament with your family will study the Trinity. You will see the relationship 

of the Godhead in action.  

Question: Is the fellowship at your house and in your relationships like that seen in the Godhead? 

II. Share with Others (V:3-4)- Relationships are created and strength when people go out of 

there way for each other. When you are around people you will know there needs. When you 

know there needs make it your business to help them with their need. Paul was writing in hopes 

that the relationships in the church would be strengthen. I would venture to say that each of us 

should be listening and learning what each other’s need is and then doing what we can to meet 

the need. This is to be done out of love and not obligation. “The same love” mentioned in verse 

two appears to be the love that is held among all believers through the Spirit of God. Sharing 

with others is a quality of the Godhead we are to mimic for His glory and our sake. Paul unpacks 

our sharing and caring for others like this: 

a) Share with a Pure Heart- Give to others because God loves you and you love them. 

Have a no strings attached policy. 

b) Share with honor- When having fellowship with others go out of your way to honor 

them because God has honored you. Think so highly of them that you take on a role of 

service on their behalf.  

c) Share with Consideration-Consider their life as yours. Look after the well fair like you 

look after your own.  



Living like this creates and strengthens every relationship that you have. Making war against the 

fallen ego every step of the way, it will be the thing standing in the way of holy relationships 

deny yourself and follow the example of Jesus. 

Question: What have you shared with others lately? 

III. Add to your Life what you are Not (V:7-9)- The Son of God was not man till He became 

man. He added to Himself Manhood, thus becoming “nothing or empty”. Verse 7 says “made 

Himself of no reputation”. The Greek Word means to make void, empty, or nothing. The Son of 

God added to Himself the lowly nature of fallen man. The addition to the Son of God’s life was 

suffering, shame, and death. Jesus came to do WAR against all forces that are ungodly. No matter 

if they are within or without of man. We to must add to our relationships willingness to suffer 

physically for our relationships. We must add something to our nature that has not been there. 

Namely the selfless life of Christ. Everyday, hear me, everyday we must add to our lives 

selflessness. The question must be asked at every turn “Why won’t I help that person?” “Why 

won’t I give that up for my so my wife can…(fill in the blank)” “why won’t I be charitable” we 

must add to yourself spiritual accountability where we ask the Holy Spirit to search us and add to 

us selflessness at every turn of the day.  

a) The Paradox- Once we add to selflessness to life, we are also subtracting selfishness. We 

are actually becoming more to be less, and by becoming less we make more out of our 

relationships.  

Question: Will you make war daily to add to your life selflessness? 




