
The Great Sin of The Church III “The Cure of Apathy” 

Revelation 3:14-22 
And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith 
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of 
God; 
15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert 
cold or hot. 
16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue 
thee out of my mouth. 
17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked: 
18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and thatthe shame of 
thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou 
mayest see. 
19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and 
repent. 
20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hears my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 
21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 
22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

                                           Introduction 

The past two weeks we have investigated truth about Christian apathy from 
Revelation 3:14-22 and Matthew 24:37-25:46. You can find the audio and 
notes to the messages "The Character of Apathy and Cost of Apathy" by 
following this Link http://www.bethanybbc.com/sermons-teaching/ 
It has been my hope through this series to reveal apathy as the Great Sin of 
the Church. We have defined Christian apathy as lack of emotion, care, and 
passion for God. It can be called "so what Christianity". "So what 
Christianity" will neither worship God nor do the mission of God. It really 
doesn't care about worship or missions and therefore does not care for God. 
Christian Apathy is like the student who attends class, yawns his way 
through it and never passes the class. The final examine proves if the 
student is worthy of a degree. In the same manner, those who are apathetic 
toward God are in the church, but also stand in great danger of judgement. 
It is impossible to tell if a professing Christian is truly a converted soul while 
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they are apathetic. Apathy is very confusing is it not? It is neither cold or 
hot. That in itself shows a tug of war of emotions. Apathy says, "I do not 
want to go to hell nor do I want to burn with passion for God". Last week the 
message warned of the cost of Christian apathy. Let us review last week's 
main points: 

The Cost of Apathy Review 

1. God Rejects So Called Apathetic Christians 
2. Severe and Unpleasant Surprises 
3. Pleading that leaves you without 
4. Losing that which you were given 

Good Yet Sobering News 
The news today is good, yet sobering. The message ended last week with 
the challenge to seize the opportunity God has given you and a promise that 
there is a cure for apathy. The apathetic Christian is beginning to recover if 
they are excited to discover how recovery is possible in Christ. The "so what 
Christian" that could care less about becoming red hot for the Lord is nearer 
to hell than anyone else. When a professing believer in Jesus desires to live 
in the love of Jesus, confidence can be had in the day of judgement that 
they are Christ's (1st John 4:17). Your care for God today will reveal if you 
are zealous, waking up to passion, or all together apathetic and nearer to 
hell than you suspect.  

God's Desire is we not be lukewarm 
Some of the best news I can give you today is God desires you to be burning 
with zeal toward Him. He has such a desire for you to be burning hot for His 
glory that He will wake all who are His up toward worship and missions. God 
knows lukewarm faith does not save and therefore the Lord has zero desire 
that you be lukewarm. God has a great burning desire that His Church be 
passionate about Him. Think for a moment: "God has a desire for me"! How 
wonderful. I mean what if God had no desire for you or what if His desire 
was that all men would perish? Wouldn't that be horrible? Irreversible 
hopelessness would settle upon our souls like a thick fog! But thanks be to 
His precious name "that He would have all men to be saved" (1st Timothy 
2:4) and God would rather us be hot than lukewarm (Revelation 3:15). 
Again, this is good news for each person. News we can celebrate and rejoice 
in this morning! 

I'm Heating up 



Can you feel a little kick in your soul this morning? Is there some friction in 
your heart where God is sanding down your stony heart and revealing that 
yes you have a heart of flesh that He has placed there? (Ezekiel 36:26) Are 
you anxious to hear the cure for your apathetic state? I will forewarn you 
that it will cost you pride, comfort, and direction. Heating up for God will 
certainly melt the shackles that bind the soul. 

What Happens When Apathy Dies? 
The first and most obvious answer is desired qualities return to the character 
of the church and it becomes useful to both the believers and unbelievers. I 
think that I originally gave the application that being “cold” could be 
unconverted and “hot” as those who are red hot in their love for God, and 
while that could be useful I feel I may have failed in pointing out that the 
water analogy used here is about having helpful qualities. That is the full 
idea that the members of the church will have desirable qualities.   
Second, believe that true revival will take place in the church. I truly believe 
that when members within the church, this could be you, dies to apathy true 
revival happens. That is relationships are made right, prayer pours forth, 
and care is exercised among the body of believers.  
Third, when apathy dies I believe that God will be glorified in our mission 
efforts local and abroad.  
Considering what happens when apathy dies let us desire the cure for 
apathy.  

The Cure For Apathy 

I. Receive The Sobering News First (Revelation 3:16) 
The first way to be rid of apathy is for Jesus to vomit you out. This is very 
sobering news. It is the worst way to cure apathy. In the parable of Lazarus 
and the rich man, (Luke 16:19-31) the rich man became very zealous about 
his family missing hell only when he arrived there himself! The unrelenting 
flame, gnashing of teeth, pains, and horrors of hell is enough to wake 
anyone up from apathy. Of course, the main issue is there is no escape, 
repenting, or refreshing. There is no person in hell that is emotionless. 
Those who sleep through their own professing life as a believer will wake up 
to the reality of how real God is, it will just be on the wrong side of eternity!  

Ask yourself: Are you listening today? You will be cured from apathy, but is 
this the way you would like to be cured? 

II.Attempt to purchase what you cannot buy (Revelation3:18) 



Verse 18 is interesting when you consider it alongside verse 17. Jesus 
declares that the church is full of earthy goods, morals, and vision; yet 
spiritually the church is "wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked:" Examine this statement with me.  

a . ) W r e t c h e d - T h o u g h y o u c l a i m t h e n a m e o f C h r i s t 
your lukewarm character makes you unholy. There is a "form of godliness", 
but the life in the church denies "the power thereof" (2nd Timothy 2:5). 
What is the power that is being denied in the life of the church? Paul says, 
"For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto 
us which are saved it is the power of God" (1st Corinthians 1:18). It 
is character of Jesus that is missing in the church and that makes the church 
"wretched". Imagine with me a church that does not pray, forgive, serve, 
turn the other cheek, promotes violence (for a "good" cause of 
course), lacks hospitality, self-sacrifice, and any other quality of Jesus and 
you have the heart of the Laodicean church. Bethany does not desire to be 
wretched, so let us cast off apathy and the wretched nature 
that accompanies it.  

b.) Miserable- A church that is wretched is miserable. Without the true 
nature of Jesus in the church it sours. Faces, forward progress, and faith all 
frown.  

c.) Poor- Misery makes the church poor in influence. Misery shows the 
church has lost its flavor (Matthew 5:13). Poor is what the true state of this 
so acclaimed rich church. 

d.) Blind- They were unable to find their way back to God through bad 
preaching and teaching. The church could have held a revival meeting, 
camps, meetings, added programs, and been faithful to all of these things; 
yet it would lack power, for the blind were leading the blind (Matthew 
15:14).  

e . ) N a k e d - H o w a w f u l i s i t t o l a c k t h e c l o t h e s o f 
Christ righteousness? Consider the warning of the risen Lord in Revelation 
16:15 "Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame." A Blessed 
eternity will not be with those who lack the righteousness of Christ.  
What does this have to do with attempting to purchase what you cannot 
buy? The answer is when a wretched, miserable, poor, blind, naked 
person attempts to buy the most precious of commodities they find they are 
truly bankrupt before God. This attempt is heartbreaking, discouraging, but 
it is also very revealing. Today God wants to reveal to the apathetic believer 



that they are inadequate on their own. We each stand in desperate need of 
Christ to fulfill our greatest desires. 

What are we to attempt to buy? 

a) Pure Gold 
b) White raiment 
c) Eye salve 

Each item is something Christ only can afford.  

Often our desires cannot be balanced with we can afford. A few years back, 
when the South Carolina Gamecocks made it to the SEC Championship in 
Atlanta Georgia, a group of friends decided to go on an adventure to watch 
them play. It was an adventure because they had no tickets! That's right 
"no" tickets to one of the most attended sporting events in the nation. Upon 
arrival their discovery tickets could not be purchased within reason. The cost 
was too high. The group then decided to eat and walked into a local 
restaurant and ordered drinks. As the drinks arrived they looked at menus 
with bugged out eyes and opened mouths. A Salad, bread, and drink over 
$50! One of the older members of the crew quickly raised his hand called 
over their server and said, "We have made a horrible mistake, we need to 
pay for our drinks and leave!" It is so with us. We can afford nothing of 
grace without Christ for we are empty without Him. 

Ask yourself: Do you stand in need of Jesus today? Will you express your 
hearts deepest desire? Will you beg to be awaken to the things of God?  

III. Repent Fervently (Revelation 3:19) 

a.) The Love of God that hurts- God is love, but what does that mean? God 
wants you happy, but what does that mean? What does lovelook and feel 
like? Love hurts! "As many as I LOVE I Rebuke." This simply means God 
proves you wrong in a convincing way. God's love toward us can make us 
miserable for a season. My wife has wounded me at times for the better. 
Hard to admit when your spouse corrects you in some manner that is "good" 
and it is "love", but it is! No one enjoys chastisement while it is happening, 
but God disciplines those that are His, that is His love at work (Hebrews 
12:11)!  Once some Christian attempts to buy what they cannot afford hard 
conviction sets in the heart and mind. God's correction is part of His love. 
God does not want you naked, miserable, empty, lost, broken, and blind. His 
love opposes such options with hard grace. When you are smitten in your 
heart about spiritual matters to the point your insides are turning that is the 



love of God toward you. No, it doesn't "feel good", but it is good because it is 
God. 

b.) The Pain of God loves provokes fervent repentance 
When needed God's love unfolds to His children with "rebuke" and 
"chastening". Rebuke is the heart ache and chastening is the body ache. 
Many once stubborn believers today can testify of how God in His goodness 
broke their body for eternal good. The fiery trials of the faith melted much 
away of time. They, as well as I, can testify the good of God's displeasure 
toward apathy emerges first in the heart toward God to repentance. The 
heart longs to repent in an extreme way or as the text puts it "zealous" way. 
The rebuked and chastened Christian goes all out in repentance. 
EVERYTHING CHANGES! God becomes the focal point of life and all of life's 
happenings follow. It is safe to say that true, extreme, radical, or zealous 
repentance has happened once tangible evidence emerges in the physical 
life of a Christian. 

A New Testament Account of Radical Repentance: Luke 19:1-10 gives 
the account of a man named “Zacchaeous”. This man, though we know of no 
physical chastening, repented radically. Verse 8 of the account reveals that 
he gave away half of his goods and promised to restore 4 times what he had 
taken illegally. This repentance is far from the “tip of the hat repentance” 
believers often like to give to God. What did Zacchaeous get for true 
repentance? A grand statement from the Lord “This day has salvation come 
to this house”.  

Ask yourself: Will you be zealous in your repentance? 

IV. Answer the Door (Revelation 3:20) 

Inside the great house of apathy locked in a closet are miserable, poor, 
wretched, naked, blind souls. Apathetic Christians are;  

a) Wretched and Miserable 

b) Poor- they cannot buy their way out 

c) Blind-they cannot find their way out 

d) Naked- they are not fit to come out 

Do you see there is no way for you to get out of apathy alone? Things 
appear hopeless in apathetic Christianity, but then a knock on the door. 
Someone wants in your state of Misery and guess who it is? Jesus, the very 



person you locked out. He is steadily knocking on the door waking you up to 
His glory.  

What happens if you open the Door? Will you be destroyed? No, something 
wonderful happens. Jesus comes in to fellowship with you and you with Him. 
What was destroyed is instantly restored! Apathy is over, care returns, joy 
returns, and fellowship returns. Open the door and be cured from apathy! 

Ask yourself: Will you open to the knock of Jesus on the door of your 
apathetic life? 

Very Good News for those who Overcome Apathy 

Revelation 3:21 - Apathy is very dangerous and should be avoid at all cost, 
but to those who are apathetic today and are willing to open the door to 
their passion for Christ there is great reward. Those that will repent 
zealously today will sit tomorrow in the Royal Court of Christ.  

One Last Call (Revelation 3:22) 

Intently listen and hear the warnings and promises of the scripture. Choose 
wisely to obey what the Spirit says to those in the church!  


