
1st Samuel 23:13-18

13 Then David and his men, which were about six hundred, arose and departed out of Keilah, and 

went whithersoever they could go. And it was told Saul that David was escaped from Keilah; and 

he forbare to go forth.

14 And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the 

wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his hand.

15 And David saw that Saul was come out to seek his life: and David was in the wilderness of 

Ziph in a wood.

16 And Jonathan Saul's son arose, and went to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in 

God.

17 And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and thou 

shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and that also Saul my father knoweth.

18 And they two made a covenant before the Lord: and David abode in the wood, and Jonathan 

went to his house.

 

The Background of the Scripture:

1st Samuel 17- David kills Goliath wins the kings daughter and heart of the nation

1st Samuel 18- David and Jonathan for a powerful friendship, Saul’s fear and hatred for David 

grows as David succeeds in every mission given to him.

1st Samuel 19- Saul plans to kill David, but Jonathan warns David of the plan. Another attempt to 

kill David is revealed to him by his wife and he escapes through a window. The chapter ends 



with David and Samuel living in Ramah together. Each time someone was sent to capture David 

the Spirit of the Lord overcame them and they could not help but prophesy. 

1st Samuel 20-David and Jonathan devise a plan to determine if David is welcome to return to his 

place at the king’s table. David goes on the run for Saul will hunt him down to kill him.

1st Samuel 21- On the run David does what it takes to survive. He was once beloved by a nation 

and now on the run. He gets desperate and pretends to be a crazy hoping to have his life spared 

by the king Achish

1st Samuel 22- David builds a small army of misfits in at the cave of Adullam. The priest and 

people of Nob provided for David. Provoking Saul to murder the priest and people of the city. 

The chapter closes with news coming to David of the massacre it was a dark time for David. 

 

Friend Day is next Sunday and I thought it a good idea to preach about friendship. Friendship is 

important to God. God being Triune in nature has been in relationship and fellowship with 

Himself for all eternity. The trinitarian nature of God is the basis from which all relationships 

flow. God made man in His image and in the image of God man could not be alone. Man being 

alone in the image of God was not possible. God designed man and woman to procreate to 

populate the world with more images of Himself. Those made in the image of God would find 

wholeness in being like God in the fellowship found in the trinity. We can conclude we are made 

for God and each other. People are made to Love God and Love others. Sin broke the fellowship 

people were to have with God and each other. These broken relationships because of sin 

could only be restored by God and Man and since man was incapable of having any part of 

restoring what was broken God sent His Son in the form of man to restore the 

broken relationship between God and people. It is through Jesus we have fellowship with God 

and each other. Friendships begin and grow strong in Jesus Christ. Bethany we want to a group 



of God empowered people to form friendships with others. Friendships are important to our well-

being and mission. Friendships could extend life. One study suggest a person with friends lives 

22% longer than those who lack friends. Friends make you generally healthier. Friends help 

sharpen the mind. Friendships have influence and help direct life. We have friend day once a year 

to promote friendships. It is my hope that today you will see from scripture the importance of 

friendships and seek to have healthy friendships. It is also my hope you will use your influence 

as a friend to bring people to Jesus Christ. The bible has plenty to say about friendships and I feel 

any each of its teachings about the subject is sufficient However I selected the read text because 

of the unique flavor of reality it brings to the table of friendship. 

 

What is Friendship?

Friendship is a bonding of affection causing individuals to prize each other. 

Aristotle "''A single soul dwelling in two bodies."

Cicero- "A friend is, as it were, a second self."

 C.S. Lewis: "Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, like art. It has no survival value; rather 

it is one of those things that give value to survival."

 

 

1. David and Jonathan were as close as friends can get (1st Samuel 18:1)- Soon after David’s 

arrival to the Israelite army with supplies he discovers one massive warrior from the Philistine 

army caused great fear among the people of God. He then offers to fight the giant warrior giving 

testimony of God’s ability and grace in his young life. Goliath the giant warrior is killed in one 



on one battle with David. The sitting king of Israel (Saul) had a son Jonathan who became the 

closest of friends with David because of David’s believe in God and victory of Goliath. They 

stay knit together until Jonathan’s death (1st Samuel 31)

 

2. There close friendship was managed well among conflicts (1st Samuel 23)- Jonathan’s father, 

who was also sitting king, hated David. He was jealous of David’s success and favor with the 

people. Saul attempted to kill David on several occasions and in the chapter we are studying Saul 

is actively pursuing David. David and Jonathan’s friendship blossom and grew in troubled 

waters. Jonathan managed to be a warrior, a good son to a bad father, and a dear friend to the 

chosen of God. Neither friend was pitted against each other in a fragile time. Their Friendship is 

a model of how to care for one another in complex and dangerous times. Jonathan was able to be 

a good son and friend when his father and friend were in conflict.

3. There friendship was mutual each occupying a role that needed and trusted in the other (1st 

Samuel 18:1-5)- It appears that Jonathan initiated the friendship. He gave David his allegiance 

right away. Jonathan humbled himself before David and made a great friend. Jonathan found 

purpose in his relationship with David and David found comfort from Jonathan. Each friend had 

a role to play and each needed each other. The mutual care between the two is a great example of 

what biblical friendship is to be between two people.

 

Jesus and Friendship

Jesus taught in John 15 His disciples are His friends. Jesus' affection for His followers bound 

Him to them causing Him to prize them in a unique way. The eternal friendship between Jesus 

and His disciples has its foundation in the heart of God. 



 

Friendships Under Attack

Friendship for the developed world is under attack. Social media, a platform built on making 

friends, has turned out to make many friendless. It is becoming harder for young people to 

have dialogue, discern and express emotion, and engage in actions of friendships. 

 

“Probably the most alarming phenomenon connected to the extensive use of social media 

services is the decrease in quality of interpersonal communication. One of the big problems in 

modern interpersonal communication is the lack of interest people have for face-to-face 

communication; even today, there are many people (especially millennials, or younger) who 

prefer to solve work or personal problems via social messaging systems. Approximately 93 

percent of communication today is already nonverbal, and thus requires an additional means of 

helping people understand each other (such as smileys or emojis), since text does not convey the 

total palette of intonations or facial expressions. This brings up several problems; for example, 

without these means, it is often more difficult to understand another person in a messenger 

system (the classical “he/she did not insert smileys, so I thought he/she is mad at me”); or, in real 

life, it may become harder to differentiate and understand real emotions. According to some 

experts, even families prefer texting over face-to-face chat. All this leads to difficulties in 

professional and personal relationships (Rampages.us).”

 

There are many other ways friendships are attacked. The polarizing political environment, the 

promoting of a sexual perverse agenda in society, the pressure to succeed, and the deterioration 

of community values all play roles in undermining friendships. I want to encourage you to 

engage in making friends and enjoy those friendships the way God intended.  



 

 

 

 

What is learned from David and Jonathan's friendship?

 

 

 

1.      Friendships are building blocks to genuine faith in Christ-

God destined life to be lived out together. Every human being is here because two people. We 

were raised around family and friends. We went to school with others. We work with others. The 

Christian life cannot be lived outside of “us” ,the church the people of God. If you are here and 

believe you do not need friendships you have already been deceived by sin. Sin deceives people 

into loneness, depression, and death.  I am afraid there are many Christians who have believed a 

lie and exist in solitude missing the glorious blessing of life together. Take Hebrew 3:13 for 

example “But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened 

through the deceitfulness of sin.” Without the exhorting of another an individual’s heart becomes 

heart. Without others Hebrews 3:13 can be scratched out of scriptures. Again observe with me 

Hebrews 10:22-25 “22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 

hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.23 Let us hold 

fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)24 And let us 

consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:25 Not forsaking the assembling of 



ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, 

as ye see the day approaching.” The scriptural vision of growing faith and God glorifying 

worship is in togetherness. We lift each other up, we come together to worship God together, and 

we provoke each other to love. Without the togetherness in the scripture you can dissolve all 

central doctrines of the Christian faith. Without togetherness the Thrice Holy God of Scripture 

can be removed, because the Father, Son, and Spirit cannot be separated. Creation, salvation, 

forgiveness, and the church all crumbles. Togetherness has brought all holy things to us. 

Friendships are building blocks for genuine faith in Christ. In friendships you love, forgive, 

encourage, correct, give, receive, mourn, rejoice, seek peace, and sacrifice. All of these things 

Christ like attributes and more are sharpened in friendships.

 

2. Friendships are Intentional Exercises (16)

Jonathan went to David in order to strengthen David in the Lord. Jonathan initiated the contact 

with David. He hazarded his own life to help David. Friendships require effort. Jonathan went to 

David with purpose to strengthen David in God. It is with this approach we approach are friends 

and family with an invitation to friend day. It is our main purpose to encourage them in the Lord. 

Our desire is for them to know God and experience God. We want them to rest in His purpose for 

their life. Friendships form and grow intentionally. Jonathan intentionally became friends with 

David in 1st Samuel 18. Making friend means being friendly. Jonathan initiated friendship with 

David then he went out of his way to maintain it because he loved David. Jonathan went to the 

wilderness of Ziph bringing to David assurance God had anointed Him King over Israel and all 

would be well. Jonathan believed God and wanted David to believe God. Friends know the 

pattern of other friends. We often see pitfalls for our friends, which we miss in ourselves. 

Jonathan knew David was in a position to doubt or forget God had anointed Him. It is easy to 

miss the connection between the defeat of a lion, a bear, and a giant. God provided victories for 



David in the past, but the enemy he faced now was bigger and more complex than past battles. 

He was up against a king, an army, and dark powers in high places. David's spirit was certainly 

overwhelmed and undermanned. Jonathan knowing the susceptibility of his friend approaches 

him with God centered counsel. 

 

3. Friendships exist beyond time, place, and participation (18)- Modern friendships same to be 

measured by how much time is spent together, where you go together, and what you do together. 

While these things do help grow friendships, they are not what hold friendships together. 

Jonathan goes to where David is because they are separate. The time they spend together was 

short, and then they went separate ways. Christian friendships exist in a deep way, rooted into the 

eternity and power of the Godhead. David and Jonathan teach us to measure our friendships 

based on the love and fellowship we have in God together. 


