
Seizing the Seasons of life 

Jeremiah 8:20 

The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved 

The Weeping of Jeremiah 

Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet. He was a sensitive and bold man. He loved God and 

his countrymen, yet his countrymen failed to love God. It was such a deep rift in the heart of 

Jeremiah that sadness became a daily part of his life. Jeremiah prophesied and later witnessed 

what he predicted, the destruction of Jerusalem. Lamentations (Mourning, weeping) was penned 

by Jeremiah. Jeremiah cared more for the souls of men than they cared for their own souls. He 

preached of judgment to come and no one wanted to listen. Other preachers took the spotlight 

with their false messages of hope and peace. Today's message focuses on the seasons that God 

gave His people to repent and be prosperous, yet the people would not hear His voice and their 

fate was sealed. It is my hope that we hear God's word and respond to it much differently than 

the people Jeremiah preached to.  

Seasons of Revelation and Repentance 

The whole of this message is buried in two chapters of Jeremiah (7-8). I have chosen this verse 

in particular because it sums up the grace of God, His faithfulness, long suffering, the 

opportunities He affords stubborn men,  the rejection of such grace because of man's hard heart, 

and the righteous judgment of God. Today rest assure if God judges you He does so righteously. 

As we will see God was faithful to the Southern Kingdom of Israel and the city of Jerusalem to 



bless when they did not deserve it and warn them of the disasters awaiting them because of their 

sin. Yet, the people did not see their wrong and would not turn from their sin. Jeremiah uses an 

agricultural picture to relay the missed opportunity of the people and the misery that awaits them. 

Jeremiah alludes to the gathering of grain and fruit that has proven empty. These were seasons 

that could be productive, happy, and sustaining when fruit was collected during them. Yet, the 

times of summer and fall gatherings had past and pleasant fruit full of hope was not to be found 

in the land. Only misery would await them in the winter season without the gathering of fruit in 

the seasons of reaping. God had given the seasons, but the people did not seize the seasons of 

repentance.  

Things went Bad and Good was offered (Jeremiah 7:1-7) 

God elected to call the Hebrew people His people. He saved them with a mighty hand on more 

than one occasion. God planted them in a good land, gave them His word, the Temple with all its 

ordinances and symbols, and promises of eternal redemption. Yet the people of Israel decided 

time and time again to reject God. Other things became their desire beside God. They wanted to 

be like the kingdoms around them. They wanted a king, they wanted other gods, and they wanted 

to treat others as they pleased. Man has evolved in many ways, but morally is not one of them. 

Evil men will wax worse and worse. It may be that humanity will learn to cure most diseases and 

become far advanced in medicine, but this does not make us less wicked. We may learn to 

wrinkle time and travel the known universe, but that will not make us good people. We may 

clothe all the naked and start programs to feed the hungry, but being clothed and fed does not fix 

the sin nature of man. The people of God wanted to be advanced as other kingdoms and accepted 



by them. They desired to rest their lives in the alliances they could make with other countries. 

Religion was religion no matter who they worshipped or how they worshipped. Jehovah God 

was not even a blip on their mental radar. And for all this God reach out to them. God offered 

wicked man a good deal even though they did not deserve it. Here is what God offered at the 

beginning of chapter 7.  

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 

2 Stand in the gate of the Lord's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of 

the Lord, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the Lord. 

3 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will 

cause you to dwell in this place. 

4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple 

of the Lord, are these. 

5 For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye throughly execute judgment 

between a man and his neighbour; 

6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in 

this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt: 

7 Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and 

ever. 



God after all the transgressions and rebellion of His people offered them a chance to do what was 

right and continue to dwell in the land and be blessed. Our God is merciful and good. If you have 

not given yourself to Him I invite you today to ask His forgiveness and become His. What great 

grace it is that a perfect God would extend an invitation to a sinner, through Jesus Christ, to 

become a child of God. Hear His voice today and respond to His grace by repenting from your 

sin and begin to follow Him today! 

The Dark Damnation Beyond Grace (Jeremiah 7:8-16) 

It is not honest to tell you that God will always deal with men through an outstretched hand of 

grace. Yes, it is true today that God is calling you through this message to experience His grace. 

Yet, there exist beyond His grace a dark damnation. God commanded Jeremiah not to pray for 

the people. Intercession for their rescue was to cease for it was empty and unproductive in 

moving the hand of God to save. Their repetitive and outright rejection of God's invitation to 

repent sealed their fate. Death and destruction would be the only thing moving in their direction. 

While the false prophets told them, all was well and that they were right with God still death 

marched toward them. Hear what God charges Jeremiah in 7:16 and 11:14 

16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make 

intercession to me: for I will not hear thee. 

14 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not 

hear them in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble. 



I plea with you not to harden your heart to God's message for you today. Take action today 

before you move beyond the realm of His mercy! 

Learning to do What Is Right from Wrong Examples (Jeremiah 7:17-28) 

The City of Jerusalem failed to seize the good from the seasons God gave them. A 

terrible sentence was passed on the people, judgement awaited them, and God points Jeremiah to 

look at how the families went about their lives. Before we glean any further from the text I want 

to make you aware of my strategy in teaching. It is my hope to show you how to seize the 

seasons of fruitfulness God has designed for you by taking the bad examples of these people’s 

life so long ago and showing the flip side to their decision that can help us. An example may help 

at this point. We want to look at the "Beware of Dog" sign from the owner’s perspective. To an 

owner it may mean "My Dog will protect me and my possessions". This is good for the owner 

and bad for intruders. If this doesn't make sense just follow along and you will catch on. With 

that in mind I want you to understand how the condemned families went about living were the 

cause of their judgement. They were altogether undone and the is a position that none of us 

desire to be.  

Every person can seize the seasons of God fruitfulness in our lives by heeding to God's desire in 

the following areas of our lives. 

I. Guide Your Family to Christ Centeredness (18-20) 



When the aim of the family is to glorify God with all that they have and all that they do fruitful 

seasons in life are seized. The families in the days of Jeremiah would appear unified and happy, 

but underneath their families were misguided and headed toward ruin. Most in our society 

would certainly applaud a well-run home. The pinnacle of American family life seems to aim at 

unity.  Families look for opportunities to be together and united, and this is a great desire. Yet, 

Satan is real and sin is real and they both make shipwreck good desires if good desires are not 

check with scripture and guarded daily. Sports, work, camping, movies, and religion are all good 

things, in their proper place, that bring families together. But none of these things are to be the 

center of family harmony and purpose. I want to be clear that I am not trying to bash any of those 

things unless those things are standing in the stead of a Christ centered family. If that is the case 

then I hope to crush them blow by blow until they are dust and blown away by the wind. 

Anything that is at the center of the family beside Christ is to be crushed. The families in 

Jeremiah's day were unified and organized. The whole family unit worked together but did so for 

the wrong reasons. Something other than God occupied the very pinnacle of their lives. Ungodly 

things can unify families and make them feel good, just, and right. When verse 20 is read it is 

plain that all things that played part in equipping the family to worship false gods were to be 

destroyed. Destruction awaits anything that helps aid in glorifying anything but God.  All our 

efforts need to aim at glorifying Jesus. If your son and daughter get a job in high school or 

college their aim should be to glorify God first in their job. A mother that stays at home is to aim 

at glorifying God first and not appeasing a guilty mother complex (the same is for the working 

mom). Dads are to plan time with the family and guide the family toward events that magnify 

God. When we do this faithfully we are making the best use of the seasons of our lives. We 



are seizing on times of worship, repentance, refreshment, and joy. When these things 

are neglected we are letting the summer and fall harvest be unfruitful to our own detriment. 

Today I beg you to pray with your family and seek to guide it into a fruitful season of Christ 

centeredness 

Application: are you leading your family to Christ Centeredness? Will you fight in prayer to 

guide your family? 

II. Guide Your Family to Real Corporate Worship (21)  

The Temple, in Jeremiah’s stood as a symbol of personal and public life. The worship of God 

was to stand at the center of each person’s life. The Temple was a reminder of God’s 

provision, protection, forgiveness, and rule. Its operation points to the beautiful holiness of 

God. It was seen as a sacred place because of its purpose of magnifying the glory of God to 

all people. Today the church, the assembly of believers, are the walking talking breathing 

temple of God that is a witnessed to the beautiful homeliness of God. The gathering of 

believers today is more important than it was in the days of Jeremiah because we know the 

Son of God and have been redeemed by His blood. I believe worshiping with the Church is 

ordained by God. There is no question in my mind that my family being here this morning is 

of uppermost importance. Yet, I am no fool to the fact that simply coming here does not earn 

me "sainthood". Families are to come to church and worship God in a real way. We are to 

sing, give, pray, serve, and promote God here. Our worship it to be fueled from what we 

know and believe about the Lord. When God is prompted in homes worship together will be 



real, fulfilling, and God honoring. When the family unit passes God by daily without mention 

in conversation, song, or prayer then the family view of God is out of focus or non-existent 

and public worship cannot be genuine. The people of Jeremiah’s time were worshipping 

other gods and ignoring the true God. This attitude flowed into public worship and the city as 

a whole. Let us be mindful if “church” is no good our family units have dropped the ball 

before the building was ever unlocked to let us in here this morning. But I am convinced that 

Our families have come here to worship God and we aim to do it with a pure heart. Public 

worship begins in private affairs of the home. God shows Jeremiah that households were 

bringing burnt offerings as a show and not as a sign of real worship and repentance. The 

family unit had no plans on changing. Therefore, God told them to keep their offerings and 

have a bar-b-que. “Eat if for yourself and don't bring it to Me” was God’s word. It would be 

like God telling you to "keep your money I will not use it to benefit my kingdom". "Keep 

whatever you have and consume it upon your lust I will work another way". It is God telling 

them "I do not want you". To be told such a thing is to be excluded from all blessings 

attached to the offering. Sacrifice meant salvation to the Jew. For God to say keep your 

sacrifice was to say "I will keep my salvation". If the families of Jeremiah's day saw 

corporate worship as an unwanted outdated thing and were consumed in God's wrath, how 

much the more is the reward and punishment for neglecting the Body of believers that have 

been openly purchased by the blood of the Son of God. We have a Sacrifice much greater 

than that of bulls and goats that inspire and drive us! Each person here today needs to bring 

your family to corporate worship and encourage them to see God as He is and worship Him 

as such.  



Application: Is Corporate worship valued in your family? 

III. Guide Your Heart Toward Radical Obedience (Jeremiah 7:28) 

The first word of the Lord is to love Him with all your heart. Love and Obedience walks hand in 

hand. “If you love me keep my commandments” is the word of Jesus. Love is shown in 

obedience. God’s desire for His people is radical obedience. Radical obedience is more than a tip 

of the hat toward God. Radical obedience is a life submerged in doing what God has said is 

pleasing to Him and best for us even when we do not see it that way. Radical obedience is 

repentance when everything in your life is programmed the wrong way. Radical obedience to 

God is the sure mark of a true disciple of the Lord Jesus. Radical obedience looks like the actions 

of Pierre Barlot. 

Pierre Barlot was a gunner in the fort of Mont Valerin during the Prussian 
siege of Paris. One day he was standing by his gun when General Noel, 
the commander, came up and leveled his glass at the Sevres bridge. 
“Gunner,” he said, “do you see the Sevres bridge over there?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“And that little shanty in a thicket of shrubs to the left?” 

“I see it, sir,” said Pierre, turning pale. 

“It’s a nest of Prussians; try it with a shell, my man.” 

Pierre turned paler still. He sighted his piece deliberately, carefully, then 
fired it. “Well hit, my man, well hit!” exclaimed the general. But as he 



looked at Pierre he was surprised to see a great tear running down the 
gunner’s cheek. “What’s the matter, man?” 

“Pardon me, General,” said Pierre, “it was my house—everything I had in 
the world.” 

Source: Cyclopedia of Religious Anecdotes, J. Gilchrist Lawson 

This type of obedience is the what God desired from His people, yet they decided to go about life 
in their own way. The scriptures say there is a way that seems right to a man but the path thereof 
is destruction. Today I invite you to seize the season of your life and reap the good fruit of God. 
Be obedient to His call of you. Be that good wife, husband, boss, employer, child, and church 
member. Obey God no matter the cost and let not the summer pass without being saved! 

Application: Are you obeying the call of God on your life? 


