
The High Cost of Lowly Discipleship 

Text: Luke 9:18-25 

18 And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples were with him: and he asked them, 

saying, Whom say the people that I am? 

19 They answering said, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others say, that one of the old 

prophets is risen again. 

20 He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Peter answering said, The Christ of God. 

21 And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to tell no man that thing; 

22 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day. 

23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross daily, and follow me. 

24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the 

same shall save it. 

25 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? 

What is Discipleship:  



Discipleship is following Jesus. We often follow Jesus in a more consistent way when we follow 

others who are following Jesus. Discipleship is patterning all things in your life after the life of 

Jesus. Whatever scriptures says of us we set our goal there (ultimately seen in the life of Jesus) 

and walk accordingly. Discipleship is not about mastering things in life, but about being 

governor by the Master Himself. Discipleship is not a list of do-s and don't-s, but action that 

stems from the immense value of Jesus. Everything we talk about this morning will attempt to 

explain what true discipleship looks like.  

We all have that friend 

I believe it is safe to assume we all have that friend that didn't mind one way or the other if you 

came to visit and wore shoes in the house because they had old carpet or flooring. But then they 

spent time picking out carpet, worked hard preparing for new carpet, and then paid out money to 

add new carpet and now they stand, on guard, at the door when you come over to make sure your 

shoes are off and socks are clean. Or maybe your friend was the guy with beat up pickup truck 

who drove like a maniac down dirt roads and had old coffee cups, water bottles, and dirt all on 

the floor board, but then he got a new truck and he creeps slowly down dirt roads, has a small 

trash can in his truck, and a little scented tree hanging from the mirror, and reminds you to knock 

your shoes off before getting in his new ride that he has named Betsy. What changed their minds 

and actions? What caused them to go to greater lengths to care for their new ride or floor? 

VALUE!  



A Mom's love for the Dollar store 

I am sure no mother here today loves the dollar store (you know I am kidding). Every mom loves 

the dollar store! Why? Because you can spend $1.09 and get your child a toy that they can 

destroy and you won't fret! Why won't you fret over the destruction of the toy? Value! You know 

why Christmas is a stressful time for parents? Because we buy our children something we would 

have loved to have as a child. You know like a drone. Those things are pretty cool. They fly high, 

fast, do tricks, take video, and pictures. I can only imagine having something that awesome at 8. 

So, we go and spend a Benjamin ($100.00) in this thing and the first day it is out of the box we 

are checking wind speeds, toking for trees, power lines, and water that this thing could be 

destroyed by and not considering our nerves are already tore up! Why? Because there is a high 

value on the drone and we want to do all we can to protect it from our 8 year old so we can fly it 

when they aren't home! 

The Great Prize Today 

Do you love Jesus? Do you Value Jesus? Do you understand that He is the highest prize of all 

things? He is of infinite value? How do you determine if you love and value Jesus? Today I hope 

to remind, teach, and challenge you to have Jesus as your most valued treasure! 

Budgeting Jesus 

Christianity has become a religion of bargaining. I am afraid that well-meaning, well respected, 

faithful church members fall into this realm of thinking. If your life were budgeted out it may 

look like X amount of time at work, home, vacation, church, sports, rest, and a cushion portion 



of your budget to do some good deeds. Now, many would congratulate you if you get a good 

schedule and routine going in your life, but that is not the height of life. Most of what I hear 

about scheduling come from ladies especially moms. They (Moms) feel if they get a good 

routine down where everybody gets a % of their time and love then all the world falls into place. 

What a great lie that is! Full life only comes from the DIVNE LIFE in Jesus.  

    Jesus was straight forward in His teaching of following Him. You give Him all or He wants 

nothing! You cannot love Wife, children, mom, dad, husband, vacations, jobs, investments, self-

gratification, or even your life more than Jesus and follow Him. You are either following Jesus 

fully or you are not following Him at all! 

What's with the Hardcore Stand? 

Why does Jesus teach that it's all or nothing? It goes back to God being supreme. There is 

nothing more valuable than Him. It goes back to the first command That there is no God but our 

God. You cannot worship idols and prize God at the same time. If my grand-father leaves me a 

piece of land and I sell it for one million dollars what was more valuable to me the land or the 

million dollars. If I purchase a home that cost a million dollars which did I love more the million 

dollars or the home? After living there for sometime I trade my home for a private island. Again 

which do I love more? The answers are easy there is far more that I really loved than the land my 

grandfather gave me. I saw other things as the prize of my heart. You may think "Preacher that's 

just good investing" again I loved good investing more than the gift from my grandfather. Jesus 

knows this very simple truth what you do not value as supreme can be traded, sold, or at least left 

on the market while shopping for something your heart truly desires.  



It's All so Confusing 

I truly believe there are some here today that want to be a disciple of Jesus. I believe there are 

others who want to follow Jesus as closely as they can. I also believe that it is easy to get 

confused on how to be a disciple of Jesus. I first started following Jesus at 18. I remember 

reading the bible, along with some books, going to church, and going over to a friend’s house to 

learn discipleship. Later I discovered google and boy can google be a blessing or curse! There 

were so many church models, Sunday school models, life group models, and discipleship models 

that my head is still spinning. Can I be a true disciple at a traditional church, does the a "modern 

church" present the best options, what about house church is that more "Acts" like, and before 

long the one qualifier of following Jesus goes missing among the "how to-s" or "what's new" or 

"What's best or right". What Jesus said is not complicated, but it is also not easy. Simply put 

prizing God above all else will strip you of all things to give you better things. It is the high 

value of Christ that leads me to prayer, bible study, giving, good works, loving my wife, 

attending worship, loving my neighbor, and resisting the devil! The bible is clear on how to 

follow Jesus. It is the same today as it was 2,000 years ago. Many things have changed in church 

culture, and the battle of "who does church right" or "how to do it right" and who has the "closest 

model" to the original and what's going to attract the next generation rages on, yet none of that 

amounts to anything if Jesus is not prized beyond those things! He (Jesus) has to be the height of 

life and worship not a model, not a fad, not a lofty idea, but simply and only Jesus. 



With all that being said and mediated upon I invite you now to look at Jesus’s call for 

discipleship and be challenged to love, value, and follow Him above all things! 

1. The Audience (23)- Who was Jesus talking to? 

    The audience Jesus was addressing is twofold. First the original disciple. They claimed that He 

was Christ. They saw Him as the Supreme the anointed of God. This very audience had been 

called by Jesus (Matthew 10:1), sent by Jesus, and witnessed first-hand the power of Jesus. This 

very audience now had the opportunity to weed through all the community dialogue about the 

Lord and express for themselves who He really is. They agreed that He was the Anointed of God 

and thus placed a supreme value upon Jesus. It is from this revealed value that their discipleship 

would find root and power to grow until all but one would become martyrs for Jesus. The one 

that did not become a martyr was John ( I have excluded Judas), but do not confuse martyrdom 

as lack of giving one's life to Jesus. John gave his all his living to the Lord proving he was a true 

disciple. Although the audience at the time was the Lord's disciples the invitation would 

eventually be spread through them.  

Which brings us to the second level, if you will, of the audience. This morning we are the 

audience. We are those who have said Jesus is the Son of God the expressed image of God. It is 

only from the immense value of Jesus that we can verify and continue our discipleship. Jesus has 

us as His audience and it is time that we decide is Jesus worth (is His value) higher than all 

things in our life? Is He truly God to us? 

Application: Have you owned Jesus as Supreme? Do you value Him more than all other things? 



2. The Aim (23:b)- The aim of discipleship is to "come after me". Being that Jesus is of 

supreme value it makes since that the only aim of life is to follow Jesus. If a person begins the 

journey with Jesus with alternative motives, then that person will be found a false disciple before 

it is all over. A person may have an addiction and come to Jesus only to cure the addiction and 

once the addiction is broken and life is set straight the person will rapidly or slowly walk away 

from his religious ties. A person may come to Jesus only to fix their marriage, and once that 

marriage is fixed the couple moves on from the Lord because they got what they really wanted 

and it was not Him. Another person may be in finical ruin and comes to Jesus to get a good job 

and settle all his debts, and once the debts are paid and a new house, cars, and extra money 

appears Jesus takes a back seat to those things only proving that Jesus was never the prize. I have 

personally seen each of these things and more. Jesus doesn't simply become a crux over time, He 

was a crux from the beginning. God was merely a stepping stone to something greater than we 

think Him to be. But let me state plainly today that there is no higher prize than Jesus, and He 

does have power to heal, restore, and make better the things in your life, but if those things are 

your prize then your prize is health, wealth, marriage, friendships, acceptance, and so on, but 

your affection is not toward God alone and He cannot share His place with anything or anyone 

else. The aim of Jesus's call of discipleship is for people to desire Him and follow Him for He is 

the greatest reward for humanity. Now considering that He is the greatest reward Jesus will 

desire no less for you. To desire less than Himself for you would be not to love you, but Jesus 

does love each of us and this is why He calls us to Himself. So, the aim is to follow Jesus in your 

life. Making His life the marker by which all affections flow and decisions are made.  



Application: Is your life aimed at the life of Jesus? 

3. The Action (23)- Let Him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. The action of 

discipleship is denial of self, picking up the mindset of your own execution, and following Jesus. 

We express this action in our baptism, our life as a child obeying and caring for parents, at school 

and work, in our marriage submitting and loving, in our finances being a good steward of our 

house and giving charitably to others. We demonstrate our discipleship in the cooperate church 

by forgiving, showing mercy, forbearing, and caring for one another. Discipleship is a lifelong 

endeavor that is built upon self-denial, an execution mindset, and a desire to follow Jesus at all 

cost. We keep nothing back. Everything is on the table to know, love, and serve Jesus. Acts 

Chapter 5 teaches of a couple who decided to make a show of following Jesus. They promised 

something but held a part back. This lead to their death. Half-hearted commitment is death to the 

one who claims to be a Christian. When we use what Jesus taught to measure our motives and act 

accordingly we will discover the action we take are eternal actions that do not lack eternal 

rewards. 

4. The Accumulation (24) whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall save it- The 

accumulation of life long discipleship is a saved life. A life that experiences the power of 

salvation every day. If there is only One way to save your life for the glory of God and sake of 

man, then there many ways to lose your life. You can lose your life in your marriage, job, money, 

sports, recreation, and many other things. Discipleship me cost you your life, but it promises 



more abundant life in Christ that will never end! I ask you to ponder your heart, count the cost, 

and esteem the riches in Christ greater than the riches of this world, your own ideas, your own 

desires. With wisdom commit to Jesus in a real way for He is the sum of all things and the grand 

prize of our discipleship! 


