
After This: The Legacy of Glory After Life’s Trial 

Job 42:16-17  16After this lived Job a hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons' 

sons, even four generations. 17So Job died, being old and full of days. 

 

Stronger than the Sands of Time 
Job left a legacy that went beyond his life. His legacy has lasted through kings, empires, 

disasters, wars, cultural shifts, and all the power the sands of time could throw at it. His legacy 

lasted far beyond his trial, to the point that my two-year-old (Nehemiah) is in my lap, as I type 

this, singing a song inspired by the book of Job (Though You Slay Me). The glory of a godly 

legacy transcends time and the very affliction that helped give birth to it! No matter what you are 

enduring today as a child of the King, rest assured you have an “after this” that awaits you! 

 

The Pain of a Loss Cause  
Setting the backdrop for a future legacy of glory can be very painful. The backdrop of Moses’s 

legacy was a painful one. Separated from his family, a fugitive for murder, safe away from Egypt 

while the people he loved dearly suffered. And then out of nowhere God appeared in a burning 

bush that shaped Moses’s legacy. There was an “after this” that far out matched the pain, 

suffering, and exile that Moses faced. Now, when considering Job’s “after this” legacy we must 

get a look at the great dreadful backdrop that God allowed in order to anchor Job’s legacy into 

the halls of eternity.  

Job lost people and things that could never be recovered. The pain of death is amplified by the 

knowledge of what you have lost you will never get back in this world. Job was broken beyond 

comprehension and the legacy he thought he was building was lost in an instant.  

We see in the book of Job loss of;  

 

Live-Stock- This is the equivalent to losing a family business in an instant. All the years you 

worked, calculated, saved, the people you spent time training, all gone in a moment. There have 

been people that lost jobs, retirement, or a much-needed source of income can relate.  



 

Wealth-Job's wealth came from his livestock and servants. The loss of livestock represents much 

time and labor lost. Wealth represents his comfort. Job did not have a chance to down size, but 

was left with nothing. 

 

Children- I am sure that Job's children were the prize of his life. He held them in his arms, 

raised them, taught them, and prayed for them. Job was a family man, and what made him a 

family man was taken from him. No matter how bright the sun shined, how loud the birds 

chirped, or how big the flowers bloomed, the days without his children were dull, silent, and 

without beauty. Death does something to the atmosphere that is unexplainable.  

 

Wife's endurance- In the midst of great loss we depend on our spouse or that one person we are 

most intimate with. Job had his wife, but the sight of Jobs pain was so severe she would rather 

him dead than alive. She could not hold out under the great hand of affliction Job was dealt. Job 

was without comfort. He was completely alone in the physical world. 

 

Friend's respect- Those who have had a failure or a run of "bad luck" understands this next loss 

very well. Job was a well-respected man, but when things went south everyone lectured and 

ridiculed but none comforted. It is true that his friends remained close, but for all the wrong 

reasons. They saw their role as those who should chastise and not comfort.  

 

Health/physical and mental- The day light was dull and the smell of the air was rot in the life 

of Job. Physically and mentally he was broken. Where he was once healthy and stable mentally 

he was now broken and confused. Job was fully depleted.  

 

We Are His Workmanship 

Most of the Biblical account of Job’s life is harsh, but the whole account changed with one 

stroke of the Master’s pen! 



Ephesians 2:10 states, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 

which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." Job's life is part of the grand love 

letter written to humanity. It is a real love letter full of hurt, sickness, persecution, and loneliness. 

It is real because love will endure (1st Corinthians 13:7-8) all things and all those things are part 

of all things. The story of God's love for us is a harsh one at times. He suffered affliction, 

rejection, sorrow, and death for us. He was the man of sorrows. The truest love story ever told or 

heard is the one of Jesus Christ, His Cross, His conquest, and all for His Church. What makes 

God's love story great and luring is the suffering He endured in order to bring many sons to 

glory. John 3:16 has captured many hearts because the great price God paid in order to redeem 

His people. The great suffering of the Lord is very appealing because His suffering was aimed at 

us in love and the legacy he left was not only after all he suffered, but because of all He 

suffered.  

 

Job's story fits the grand narrative of scripture. It is through much suffering and strife that the 

people of God are renewed to show forth praises to the name of God. But what are they praising 

God for? Revelation 7:9-17 gives some insight on this matter 9	“After this I beheld, and, lo, a 

great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 

tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in 

their hands; 10And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 

throne, and unto the Lamb. 11And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the 

elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped 

God, 12Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 

power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 13And one of the elders answered, 

saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 14And 

I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 

tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. 15Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: 

and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 16They shall hunger no more, neither 

thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 17For the Lamb which is in the 

midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God 

shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." 



 

They were praising God for His deliverance. It was His rescuing them from great tribulation that 

evoked their heavenly worship. Those who have been rescued from affliction have experienced 

the harshness of affliction and blessedness of rescue. Those who have experienced 

pain appreciate pleasure in a praiseworthy manner.  

I want to make the point abundantly clear that Job's affliction was a blimp in time compared to 

the eternal weight of glory he is experiencing. Job's trial has been over for a long time, but the 

eternal praise he is rendering God for His grace hasn't even warmed up good! The “after this” of 

our affliction celebrates the eternal glory that has magnified itself in the magnitude of our 

affliction. There is no glory without affliction, so thank your affliction for giving or better yet 

sharing with you the glory of God. 

 

Your Great Legacy “After This” 
Job received sons, daughters, many years, wealth, and fullness of life all the days he lived after 

his trial. I do not directly benefit from these things that Job personally received. What is it that 

benefits me and you this morning from Jobs life? 

The “after this” that Job has left us is… 

1. After a Trial You Know God Better (Job 42:5)- Job learned more about God meeting God 

than he did discussing theology with his friends. Good and bad theology was in their 

conversations, but they did no good in bringing Job closer to God. Job met God in his afflictions 

and that made all the difference in the world. Job had discussed his knowledge of God at length 

with his friends. They each shared the view they had of God and Job in their discourses, but none 

of it sunk in until God came to Job in his agony. Today we gain hope in our trials believing that 

suffering causes us to truly experience what we have only heard concerning God. “Taste and see 

that the Lord is good” is an invitation to experience the sweetness of God. I can teach more about 

the sweetness of honey with one drop on your tongue than a million-word description in your 

ears. 

 

2.What God Does Not Restore He Can Replace (Job 42:12-13)- This point is a play on words. 

I understand that one child cannot replace, in the fullest of terms, another child but God did place 

in the stead of the deceased children, which were not to be restored, more children. The 



daughters Job were given after his trial were more beautiful than any other girls around. God 

placed great favor on Jobs substance and family. We will all live through tragic loss. There will 

be somethings and people that you will not see restored to you in this life, but God can place 

exceedingly great people and things in their stead for you to enjoy and be comforted by.  

 

3. You Can Survive Your Most Devastating Life Event With Faith Intact. (Job 42:1-6)- Job 

had his world rocked with all Satan was allowed to throw at him. Job came out of the fires of life 

with his faith intact and even increased. He had heard about God and now he had seen Him in the 

fire. It is possible to go through a death, a divorce, deep depression, sickness, and isolation with 

your faith intact. Job has taught us this and we rejoice in it. 

 

How Job’s Legacy Has Helped Countless Millions in Everyday Life: 

Job gives hope beyond the darkness. When trials come and we sink in confusion, Job shows us 

that God is there in our mess. He is there to reveal Himself in the thick darkness of life. No 

matter how thick the darkness of life is it cannot extinguish the glory of God.  

Job proves all is ours. Paul taught that all things are ours. Even death and suffering are ours. 

These things belonged to Jesus on this earth and we have inherited them. The deep darkness that 

settles in on our lives at times is not there to conquer us. They are actually there to be the Black 

back drops that God’s never ending glory and love for us is best seen. 

Job makes us think “After this”. If we remain faithful, if we trust God, if we suffer, then will we 

reign. 

This morning I want to end with a letter that a Southern Baptist Missionary wrote just two 

months before I graduated Highschool in 2003.   
March 7, 2003 

Dear Pastor Phil & Pastor Roger, 

You should only be opening this letter in the event of death. 

When God calls there are no regrets. I tried to share my heart with you as much as possible, my 
heart for the Nations. I wasn't called to a place. I was called to Him. To obey was my objective, 
to suffer was expected, His glory was my reward, His glory is my reward. 

One of the most important things to remember right now is to preserve the work. ... I am writing 
this as if I am still working among my people group. 



I thank you all so much for your prayers and support. Surely your reward in Heaven will be 
great. Thank you for investing in my life and spiritual well being. Keep sending missionaries out. 
Keep raising up fine young pastors. 

In regards to any service, keep it small and simple. Yes simple, just preach the gospel. If Jason 
Buss is available or his dad have them sing a pretty song. Be bold and preach the life saving, 
life changing, forever eternal GOSPEL. Give glory and honor to our Father. 

The Missionary Heart: 

Care more than some think is wise. 

Risk more than some think is safe. 

Dream more than some think is practical. 

Expect more than some think is possible. 

I was called not to comfort or success but to obedience. 

Some of my favorite scriptures are: Isaiah 6, you know the one. 2 Cor. 5:15-21, 1 Peter 1:3, Col. 
4:2-6, Romans 15:20, Psalm 25 and 27. You can look through my Scofield and see where it is 
marked. Please use only what you want or feel is best. 

There is no Joy outside of knowing Jesus and serving Him. I love you two and my church family. 

In His care, 

Salaam, Karen 

Her “After This” legacy is here this morning. We have been introduced to a total stranger that is 

part of our family, the Family of God. Her life and death, although we do not know it well has 

inspired us this morning to make Christ the main prize and glorify Him even in our suffering.  

 

 

 

 


