
The Gospel for Imperfect People 
“Marriage” 

 
Genesis 2  1	Thus	the	heavens	and	the	earth	were	finished,	and	all	the	host	of	them. 
2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the 
seventh day from all his work which he had made. 3 And God blessed the seventh day, 
and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and 
made. 4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, 
in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5 And every plant of the 
field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD 
God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 
6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.  
7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden 
eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground 
made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; 
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and 
became into four heads. 11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the 
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 12 And the gold of that land is good: there is 
bdellium and the onyx stone. 13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it 
that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 14 And the name of the third river is 
Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is 
Euphrates. 15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to 
dress it and to keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree 
of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 18 And 
the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help 
meet for him. 19 And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, 
and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: 
and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. 20 And 
Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; 
but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 21 And the LORD God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the 
flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he 
a woman, and brought her unto the man. 23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of 
Man. 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his 
wife: and they shall be one flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and 
were not ashamed. 
 
Genesis 3  
1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had 
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of 
the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, 



Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the 
woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, 
and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, 
and made themselves aprons. 8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, 
and said unto him, Where art thou? 10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 11 And he said, Who told thee that 
thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou 
shouldest not eat? 12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is 
this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 
14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel. 16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy 
husband, and he shall rule over thee. 17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast 
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded 
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it al l the days of thy life; 18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; 
and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return. 20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of 
all living. 21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and 
clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to 
know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, 
and eat, and live for ever: 23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of 
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he drove out the man; and he 
placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

 
The Gospel from the Perfect Not for the Perfect 
I	believe	it	is	important	to	make	two	points	and	then	read	three	statements	from	the	Gospel	authors.	

1. It is okay not to be okay. - There certainly are some holds in this statement but the idea is 
that Jesus died for those not okay therefore it is okay not to be okay. Jesus cannot be your 
Savior if you do not need salvation. 

2. The only thing you bring to the table of salvation is the sin you need to be saved from. -  
Each believer must totally depend on Jesus Christ to be made righteous before God. Jesus 
is the hope for all “not okay” people; therefore, it is only okay not be okay if you totally 
rely on Jesus.  



These two points lead us directly to the records of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke clarify as follows: 
 

Matthew 9:12-13 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need 
not a physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance. 
Mark 2:17 When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of 
the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance. 
Luke 5:31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a 
physician; but they that are sick. 

 
Did you note that? Jesus came for the sick, broken, and unrighteous people. Why did He 

come for people like us? He did so to purchase us for God and cure us from sick, broken, unholy 
lives. I like what C.S. Lewis wrote about one of his obnoxious characters, Eustace, when he met 
Aslan, (the Jesus-like character in the Chronicles of Narnia) “It would be nice, and fairly nearly 
true, to say that ‘from that time forth Eustace was a different boy.’ To be strictly accurate, he 
began to be a different boy. He had relapses. There were still many days when he could be very 
tiresome. But most of those I shall not notice. The cure had begun.” (The Chronicles of Narna 
Series: The Voyage of the Dawn Treader). We are completely saved to Christ and this salvation 
here on Earth looks like a progressive sanctification.  
 

I say these things to begin our series on “The Gospel for Imperfect People” because I 
want our congregation to see that Jesus loves people and you do not have to meet a quota of 
“perfection” before you hear what Jesus has to say. Perfection is not a requirement for singing to 
God, repenting to God, praying, or reading the Bible. In fact, built into the Lord’s prayer is 
“forgive us” and “lead us not into temptation” meaning it is not a prayer for people that think 
themselves perfect.  You do not have it all together, and neither do I, and that is why we are here. 
We are not here because we are the “haves” but because we are the “have not’s.” Our marriages, 
children, jobs, and lives are “have not perfection.” In Jesus we find sanctification, fulfillment, 
and direction. We are not here to blow our trumpet of “got it all togetherness,” but to worship 
God for His love toward broken people like us. 
 
Christian Marriages are not Christian Marriage Blog Posts 

The scripture we read starts with a perfect couple in a perfect place called Eden and ends 
in exile. Not even the perfect couple was perfect. Your marriage is blessed but it is not without 
some dark spots that weigh heavy on your heart.  I have read blogs on marriages and while some 
are good, others reek of a better than the perfect Disney movie relationship. The wife sounds like 
the perfect well-dressed, house-in-order, work-out driven, church servant, supermom out of a 
dreamland and the husband is the suit-and-tie, kind, understanding, fighting against social 
injustice, patient, perfect dad. Couples like this do not go to this church, live in this town, or exist 
in the world we call “reality.” There are well-rounded Christian couples, but they did not get that 
way without trials and they do not stay that way without trials.  
 
What Christian Marriages need to Embrace in Order to be Sanctified: 



We have not come today to be less “perfect,” for sure, but we have come for the “better.” We 
have come to hear a better word, become better people, and take steps toward better marriages. 
We will do this by embracing the following truths about our marriages and then apply them from 
this point forward. 

 
I. The Atmosphere “We aren’t in Eden anymore” (2:21-25)  

a. Eden- God created man and woman then placed them in the Garden of Eden. 
Eden was the perfect atmosphere for marriage. A man would perfectly leave 
father and mother and be attached to his wife perfectly. They would enjoy each 
other fully without stress. They would be naked and unashamed of their physical 
state. No beauty salons, tanning beds, make-up, clothing stores, gyms, or marriage 
counselors were needed in Eden. Eden was a place where all needs were met for 
the couple because they were in perfect harmony with God and each other.  

b. Exile (3:23-24) - One day Eve made her way to the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil. She was convinced it was food for thought, disobeyed God, and Adam 
followed along. Sin had now entered the Eden. Their marriage and relationship 
with God suffered a major blow.  

i. They were ashamed of their bodies before each other (3:7) - At this point 
they stood awkwardly before each other and blushing. Intimacy was 
attacked from that point forward.  

ii. They began a work not fit for the garden (3:7b) - The perfect place of 
fellowship between God and man was no longer a place of rest and 
enjoyment but of labor. Adam and Eve began to labor to be accepted by 
each other and God. 

iii. What was open now was closed (3:8) - An open relationship between God 
and man was now closed. Man looked at the trees of blessing and saw a 
use he never saw before, a hiding spot from God. It was not God hiding 
from man, but man hiding from God and God pursuing man in their sin. 
God still seeks man and man still attempts to hide from God. Today, bring 
your life and marriage out of hiding and come to Jesus. 

iv. Fear (3:10) - Adam was afraid before God because he had become 
ashamed of himself. Adam had a sense he was alienated from God and 
that God was displeased. He was right. 

v. Blame (3:12-13) - Eve had never heard Adam blame her before. I am sure 
that stuck with Eve the rest of her long life. Eve took a page out of 
Adam’s playbook and blamed the serpent. 

vi. Judgment (3:16-24)- A harsh environment, harsh childbirth, exile from the 
perfect atmosphere, and death was the reward of Adam and Eve’s sin. 
Verse 16 points toward the conflict within marriage. The woman will fail 
to be submissive and the man will fail to lead with complete compassion. 

 
What this Means for our Marriages: 

We are not in Eden and the circumstances surrounding our marriages are difficult. 
We live in a sin-cursed world and should not expect life without conflict. The atmosphere 
we came together in is beyond our control. Trust God and expect life’s atmosphere to 
present difficult challenges.  



 
Do you hold onto each other in an environment that is rough? Do you prize God above all 
circumstances in your marriage? 
 

II. The Anatomy: “We are sinners married to each other” (3:11-12)- The atmosphere 
in which we are married is beyond our control. The world is sin cursed and all the 
harsh things that come along with sin weigh on our marriages, but that is not the only 
obstacle we are up against. We are sinners married to sinners. I recently challenged 
our youth to make a list of what they wanted in a spouse. When we were finished 
talking about what each looked for in a spouse they had nobly described Jesus. Each 
student wanted their future spouse to be perfect. I reminded them that wanting a 
spouse like Jesus is great, but their spouse won’t be Jesus and neither will they. We 
demonstrate love to one another in marriage when we overlook shortcomings and 
hold our spouse in honor. Adam and Eve taught us something about being sinners 
married to sinners. 
a. Stay Together- Adam and Eve stayed together. With all the judgment and failure 

upon them they stayed together. They shared life and intimacy and held to each 
other in the hardest times of life. Jesus taught that God placed man and wife 
together for life. There are few exceptions where man and wife should part from 
one another. The preferred resolution for marital conflict is to forgive and forbear 
one another.  

b. Serve God - Adam and Eve proved imperfect people in an imperfect world can 
still serve God. They left Eden together and they stayed together. Two imperfect 
people in an imperfect world destined for their fallen marriage to be the ground 
from which redemption would grow. Do you ever argue with your spouse before 
church? Do you ever push your spouse’s buttons before you do a service for the 
church together? Do you ever show up to church or some other social event 
feeling guilt ridden for acting like a child in your marriage? I encourage you today 
never view your God-given marriage as obsolete. The first couple messed up big 
time and yet, they still served God in His great plan to redeem the world. You and 
your spouse do the same this morning. 
 

Will you serve God in your marriage no matter how low and dark it seems at times? 
 

III. The Answer “God is willing and Faithful” (Genesis 3:15) - Often the work of God 
seems to get overshadowed when rehearsing the Eden exile in scripture. It seems God 
gets viewed as the Judge that did the exiling and we overlook that He is the God who, 
knowing Adam’s sin, went to the Garden to search for Him. We also forget that God 
presiding over the first trial found all parties guilty yet amid the sentencing looked at 
Eve and promised her she would give birth to the Messiah and told Satan that Eve’s 
son would crush his snake’s skull. The entire gospel narrative unfolds around this 
promise. God was willing in the Garden of Eden to save man and He has been faithful 
to fulfill that promise to Adam and Eve. He has formed and destroyed nations, set up 
and thrown down kings, sent prophets to remind His people He had not forgotten 
them and would save them, exiled His chosen people, sent His Son to die the death of 
the cross, and empowered the church with His message all to keep one promise! 



Today you can be sure that God is willing and faithful in His promises to you. Adam 
and Eve’s marriage, tattered to the point of near brokenness, found hope in who God 
was. Your marriage can grow and flourish on the promise of who God is. God alone 
is the answer for your marriage. He alone is the centerpiece that holds together 
fellowship between husband and wife. Our good life together is not found holding 
each other, but God holding us! Today trust in Jesus as the Savior of your marriage. 
Embrace the perfect God in your imperfections and know that His message of hope, 
love, forgiveness, and purpose is directly mailed to the addresses of imperfect people 
like us! 

 
Will you pray with your spouse and family this morning, thanking God for His sure promises, 
faithfulness to keep them, and His love for imperfect people? 
 
 


