
The Gospel for Imperfect People 

Acts 16:1 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, 
the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek: 

2nd Timothy 1:5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy 
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 
 

2nd Timothy 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

1st Timothy 2:15 Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity 
and holiness with sobriety 

	

Mother’s Day 

 Mother’s Day is a reminder of the curse of sin and God’s grace (Genesis 3:16). Children are 

born in much pain, sorrow, and the promise of death to come because of sin. At the same time 

God ordained motherhood to bring forth His Son who would suffer much labor pain, sorrow, and 

death of every man in order to save man from sin. Mother’s Day reminds me both of sin’s curse 

and man’s redemption born through the vessel of women (Genesis 3:15 and Galatians 4:4).  

	 Mother’s Day also reminds me that we have assembled here today not to receive honor 

but to give honor, and that goes for mothers as well as all others. We have come to honor God 

and mother’s and since each has a mother none has come to receive honor but to give honor to 

God and mom. I am reminded that a person who gives honor has honor to give and that in itself 

is a great gift from God. We have honor from God to share with God and man. The honor we 

give others is only the honor God has bestowed upon us.  

 Mother’s Day also reminds me of my wife, mother, grandmothers, and great 

grandmother. I have known all of them for some period of time in my life. Each one of them are, 

and were, exceptional women.  

My great-grandmother was an older lady that I remember as pleasant. She was never mean to me 

in any way. She leaves me with the memory of my first death. I stayed with my cousin Janet 

(who is now with the Lord), while my family went to my great grandmother’s wake. I have a 

memory of sitting in Janet’s lap while she told me great granny went to heaven to live with 

Jesus. 

 My mother’s mother, whom we called granny, was always kind and could cook. I loved her 

macaroni and cheese. She left me with the memories of suffering. I stayed with her one 



Christmas night. I	remember going in her bedroom as she laid in the bed reading the book of 

James (My grandfather’s name). She told me it was her favorite book because of the name it 

bears. My Granddaddy whom she loved dearly was named after the Lord’s half-brother James. 

She never got over my granddaddy’s death, and the lesson of suffering has stuck with me. I 

never told her but watching her struggle the last few years of her life was the greatest gift she 

gave me.  

My “mammy” was a stern woman that instilled in me reality that most children today miss out 

on. “Work wins” is the great lesson she taught me. Work wins you peace and prosperity at the 

end of the day. Peace knowing you did what you were supposed to do, and prosperity in that 

your hands provided for your mouth. 

Then there is my mother. She sowed the seeds of my faith in Jesus Christ in my life at young 

age. I am a preacher of God’s Word, husband, and Father, because she took me to church. I 

remember mom taking my brothers and I to church, reading her bible (I always like to hear the 

pages of her bible turn), and writing checks of $25.00 to the church (we were poor and I knew 

that was a lot of money to her). Come to think of it my family’s success financially may be in 

those little checks of faith. She was my biggest supporter when I started Bible College. She 

always helped me with any ministry event I ask her to be involved with. The greatest impact she 

made on me was loving my dad, not that he was unlovable, but that she was a biblical woman. 

She has always loved, supported, and submitted to my dad and all of us boys know it.  

And finally, the woman I met later in my life than any of the rest is my beautiful wife. She is a 

devout wife and mother. She loves her boys and spends herself everyday for the glory of God 

and sake of men, mostly for the 5 men that live with her, our 4 sons and me. She is special in 

every way and I love and respect her greatly. Tara is a treasure from God and I am glad to be her 

husband and have her as the mother of my 4 sons.  

 

These things are snapshots of what Mother’s Day means to me. 

 

More than a definition: 

I can describe the emotions, thoughts, and meaning of Mother’s Day, but we did not assemble 

just to do that. We have come to Embrace, Encourage, and Entice Mothers to do their God given 



calling with all their might. The message today is not limited to mothers alone, for it is the 

calling of every believer to influence others to follow Jesus. 

	

Meet Eunice: 

Eunice was the mother of Paul’s son in the faith, Timothy who influenced her son to trust God 

and was the wife of an unknown Greek man. She taught her son the faith she had from his 

earliest years of life instilling in him the seeds of truth that would turn into radical faith. Her 

great purpose in life was to invest in her son Timothy. What made Timothy a great man of God? 

 

His Mom was a Believer (Acts 16:1)- Every believing mom is a great blessing to her children. 

Scripture mentions Timothy as a disciple and points quickly to his believing mother.  Her believe 

was not without some difficulties at home. Her husband was not a believer and Timothy, 

although half Jewish had never been circumcised. Scripture states him as a Greek and later Paul 

would address Timothy as his son in the faith. It is very possible that Timothy’s father was dead 

by this time and Paul took on the role as a father figure. What we do know is Timothy’s belief in 

God was fashioned after his mother’s and for this the whole Christian world is thankful. 

 

His mom’s faith was unwavering (2nd Timothy 2:5)- Timothy was solid in his faith. Hard 

circumstances had come that made others that followed Paul abandon him, but Timothy was still 

around and serving God and hearing Paul like a son hears a father. Paul accredits that to the 

unwavering faith of two prominent women in Timothy’s life. Again, it is no accident that Paul 

brings up mom and grandma. These women must have preserved obvious hardships that caught 

the attention of Paul and taught young Timothy how to act in hours of darkness. The secret they 

shared with Timothy is stay the course. Mom’s, whatever visible trouble you are going through, 

stay the course and serve God. Your children will reap the rewards of your efforts. 

 

His mom taught the Scriptures (2nd Timothy 3:15)- Timothy’s training to be a great man of God 

began as a young boy. His mom did not know what he would be, but she know he would be great 

if he knew and acted on the wisdom from the scripture. Our children do not become great men 

and women over night. They become great people overtime spent in secret and public prayer, 

through memory verse at the kitchen table, bible truths while lying in bed, church services where 



God’s word is honored, and preserving the anxiety of life to keep the word in front of them when 

there is so much that can distract us from them. Phones, tablets, movies, sports, piano lessons, 

nor the boy scouts can make your child wise to salvation, but God’s word can. Are we teaching 

our kids to keep their eye on Jesus or eyes somewhere else? Hitting a ball, calling a play, doing a 

stunt, and being valedictorian of his or her class are things we want our children to experience, 

but nothing, hear me on this, nothing is more important than them hearing God’s word. Timothy 

did not get in the right stance to hit a ball when persecution came, he didn’t do the stunt he 

learned at cheerleading camp, he didn’t call out an audible from a high school football huddle, he 

didn’t right a thesis on the psychology of suffering, but he did cling to God’s word and it gave 

him direction, determination, and comfort. Read your children the scriptures at the youngest age 

possible.  

 

His mom allowed her labor pain to be her greatest joy (1st Timothy 2:15)- God destined 

motherhood to bring salvation to the world. The pain and suffering of child birth can leave a 

mother physically and emotionally scarred. There are women who many years after child birth 

battle depression and anxiety. There are others who have physical issues from a hard labor, 

especially in other countries where there is little medical treatment available. Mother’s have a 

chance to influence their children to redemption. They have primary influence over younger 

children and it would be a waste of all the pain and suffering to bring them into the world if labor 

is not put forth to save them from the world. Timothy’s mom was not an elder. She did not 

occupy some CEO role in the church and thank God she didn’t. Her time instead was focused on 

her son who became a great Christian and the letters written to him concerning his call still teach 

us today. Do not misplace your pain and suffering as a mother.  


