
Filling the House: Sheep, Silver and Son                    
Part 3: “The Pure Desire to Find Dirty Silver” 

Luke 14:23  23 And the Lord said unto the servant, “Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” 

Luke 15:8-10 8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose 
one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently 
till she find it? 9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her 
neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece 
which I had lost. 10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 

Introduction 

Today we will continue with our current series, “Filling the House: Sheep, 
Silver, and Sons.” The title is taken from Luke 14:23 along with the three 
parables of Jesus found in Luke 15. Jesus has a great desire to fill His house 
with people. He also desires that those people desire Him as shown in their 
response to the invitation He sends out by His servants in Luke 14. Luke 15 
makes it clear that Jesus has an immense desire for people to come and fill 
His house and that He is fully committed in God’s task to bring men to 
salvation. These stories present Jesus as a shepherd, woman, and father 
restoring the lost at all cost. But there is more to these parables than that. 
There is rebuke, warning, and a clear view of the economy of God. The 
sheep, silver, and sons depict people of religious and non-religious 
backgrounds, each standing in need of a shepherd, a caring woman, and 
father. Each class needs God. The parables are a reminder that every 
person, despite their upbringing, needs to be saved by the grace of God. 
Entering the house of God only comes at the care and expense of God 
revealed in Jesus. The expense, search, restoring, and rejoicing is all 
accomplished in Jesus Christ! 

What We Have Learned 



As we journey further into Luke 15 here are some key points to remember 
from the past two weeks. 

1) God is a gracious God 

2) God celebrates 

3) People are people no matter their grouping 

4) One is valuable to the whole and the whole is valuable to the one 

5) These parables show the character of God and His mission, call to both 
audiences, and serve as a rebuke to the religious who think 
themselves better than others. 

What’s unique about this parable: 

God spends greatly, recovers, and rejoices. This is the common theme of 
these parables. The theme does not change despite the changing stories. 
The differences in each story appeal to the audience in a unique way.  

When Jesus turns the page from one story to another a woman 
emerges as the main character. This would appeal to women in the 
audience from both classes. A woman may not know how a shepherd would 
feel about a sheep being lost, but she understood a piece of silver being lost. 
She would understand the lack of light in finding things in a house, the need 
for a candle and broom to search, and the great relief and joy in returning 
something to its rightful place.  

Jesus also turns from sheep to a silver coin. What is unique about 
this change? An instinctive animal will wander off by its own urges and does 
not rationalize like a person. The nature of things drives the lostness of the 
silver. A silver coin falls to the ground because of the law of gravity. I hope 
you see where I am going with this. People, because of their natural 
impulses, wander off like the sheep.  People because of their nature are 
guilty because of God’s divine law. God’s divine law is set in stone because it 
reflects His being. God’s being is a mystery as gravity is still a mystery to 
science. The force of His glory forces sinners from His presence and that is 
why people are called lost.  

 The arena of the wilderness is replaced with a house. This shows 
that people can be lost in wide open places or in tight quarters. You can 
build tight barriers in life and still be as lost as a person wandering in wide 



open places without fences. Without Jesus, the sheep and the coin are both 
lost. Without Jesus those with tight moral codes and no moral codes are just 
as lost.  

 A light is lit and the house is swept. The light is a revealing agent. 
God’s Word is the light with which we search for the silver in the morning. 
The good works and kindness of the church shine bright throughout the 
week as we look for shining silver that may be overlaid with a thin layer of 
the world we call dust. The light makes that which appears as earth to 
glimmer enough that it can be recovered, cleansed, and restored. Is your 
heart glimmering a little this morning? Is God shining the light of the gospel 
call on your life?  

I hope you can see that Jesus turns the page with the purpose of filling His 
house for the glory of God and sake of man.  

Lessons from the Silver: Who, What, How, and Why 

Now that we understand the parable a little better we can move on to apply 
this to our lives. We are going to do this by asking and answering five 
questions.  

1) Who is the woman? 

2) What is the symbolic meaning of the silver? 

3) Where was it lost? 

4) How was it recovered? 

5) Why was this exciting? 

I know some of you will start reading the scripture and attempt to uncover 
these as I teach, and that is good, but do not miss what I am about to say 
for it is important. 

I. Who is the Woman (Luke 15:8a)? 

i. She is Jesus- What could be more appalling for a religious 
man than for Jesus to depict God (Himself) as a woman? 
At the same time what could be more luring to a woman 
for Jesus to depict God (Himself) as a woman? Jesus is not 
aiming at being gender neutral, because God is masculine, 
but at being gender inclusive. He desires men and women 
to be saved and fill His house. Jesus also wanted to shed 
some light on the character of God (Himself) that only 



could be communicated through a female persona. I read 
an article this week in preparing for this message about 
the differences in men and women. It is a little humorous, 
more so helpful, to me that a team of researchers collected 
data on differences in men and women. The results verify 
what many already assume. Men are more analytical and 
dominate in personality while women are more sensitive, 
warm, and apprehensive. The woman in the parable shows 
God as understanding, warm, and sensitive more than that 
of the Shepherd or Father. It is necessary then, because of 
limitation of men and women, for God to use both to 
reveal Himself.   

ii. She is the Church- Jesus is talking directly about God 
(Himself) and indirectly to the Church (His bride). The 
Church is directed to continue the mission of Christ (John 
20:21). We are to warmly care for those that are not yet 
recovered. We are to be about filling God’s house. We 
should find joy, as God does, in the restoration of all that 
are found. Caring, searching, recovering, and rejoicing are 
the business of the church in this age.  

Ask yourself: Are you about the business of Jesus? 

II. What is the Symbolic Meaning Behind the Silver (Luke 
15:8b)? 

i. The Woman desired the silver- God is God without us, just 
as the woman was a woman without her silver. We add 
nothing to God’s being; the silver would add nothing to the 
woman’s being. I asked David Malachi, Tara and my 4-
year-old, why he looked for things when he lost them. He 
responded, “Because I like them”. This is the reason God 
searches until we are found! God does not spend all 
because He is lonely or guilt ridden. God loves us and 
spends to find us simply because He wants to. The woman 
wanted her bag or band full of the silver that was rightfully 
hers, and God wants His house filled with people that are 
rightfully His. 



ii. Image of a King- The woman’s silver coin has an image on 
it. An image that gives the money certain value. We have 
on us the image of the King of glory. God is so glorious 
that those that bear His image are worth finding simply for 
the image they carry! Our value is wrapped up in Him that 
sits upon the throne. 

Ask yourself: Do you find value in people when they cannot add value to 
you? 

III. Where Was the Silver Lost (Luke 15:8c)? 

i. The dark- Jesus brings His listeners into a house where it 
is hard to see. The coin had fallen to the dirt and rolled 
into some corner, and worse still it was dark. The position 
of fallen man is darkness.  

ii. In a house- The coin was so close to home it was even in 
the house, but the only thing that makes home real is the 
presence of the people there. The coin lay without 
knowledge that it was lost. People are so near God and at 
the same time far away. We live on His earth, in His solar 
system, even made in His image. It is as if we are in His 
house and not yet home.  

iii. Covered in earth- Most homes in the day of Jesus had dirt 
floors. The floors would be swept clean and dust would 
abound. The coin fell to the earthen floor where it would 
take upon it the dust of the earth making it harder to find. 
People far from God, unaware of our position, in the dark, 
and covered with dirt, yes, are much like the silver coin. 

Ask yourself: Would you leave what you loved in such a position? 

IV. How Was the Silver Recovered (Luke 15:8d) ? 

i. A lit candle- The woman lit a candle to shed some light in 
the dark house. The candle that God has lit is the gospel 
call. Jesus came as the Light of the World (John 18:12) to 
give His life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45) and to 
seek and save that which is lost (Luke 19:10). The church 



likewise, through good teaching and works, shines forth in 
areas of the globe as it searches for silver! According to 
the parable the burning is not in vain for the silver is 
found! Does your teaching and life light up your area? 

ii. The house is swept- Finding a silver coin in the earth is 
dirty business. Jesus got dirty. He was rejected, stripped, 
spat upon, bruised, bled, crucified, and buried. Jesus 
suffered on our behalf. All the labor was His as we 
remained dead. The church sweeps the earth, getting dirty 
and stirring up dust as we uncover those silver pieces that 
will fill God’s house. 

iii. Diligence was employed- It was not a quick find. The silver 
was deeply lost. Finding silver to fill God’s house is not a 
fill-the-church-quick scheme. It takes prayer, time, desire, 
and patience.  

Ask yourself: What are you doing to fill God’s house with silver? 

V. What Was the Outcome (Luke 15:9-10)? 

i. Recovery- The silver was saved! More work was put into 
the silver than it was worth, but finding the silver was 
about the woman not the silver. It was about what the 
woman wanted and how much she was willing to do to 
recover it. Our recovery is about the glory of God, what He 
desires and what He is willing to spend to fill His house. 

ii. Revelation- The revelation came to the friends and 
neighbors of the woman. They did not know how much one 
lost coin meant to her until they received an invitation to a 
party in honor of her recovery of it. Jesus’ true friends in 
the audience gladly receive the revelation that the lost and 
found are precious to Him. 

iii. Rejoicing- Rejoicing began with the woman and others 
were invited to share in that joy. The church is to come to 
the joy of God when one person repents of sin and joins 
God’s family.  



iv. Reflection- The outcome of the story is simply a reflection 
of a heavenly truth. God is happy with those He searches 
for and finds. Heaven is filled with joy for God’s house is 
filled with redeemed sinners! 

Ask yourself: Are you reflecting here on Earth how God feels about lost 
souls being found? 

Conclusion 

The title for this message: “The Pure Desire to Find Dirty Silver” reflects the heart 
of this woman. It also relays God’s great desire to fill His house with His findings 
and friends. Be filled this day with the joy of God to have you fill His house. 


