
Series: Filling the House: Sheep, Silver, and Sons

Part 1: “The House and The Audience” 

Text: Luke 14:23; Luke 15:1-2 

Scripture:

Luke 14:23 

23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to 

come in, that my house may be filled. 

Luke 15:1-2 

Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. 

2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with 

them 

The Aim of this Series:

There is no place like home. My life experience has been that home is the height of love, 

acceptance, and comfort. What is home? It is a dwelling with unique smells, surroundings, 

furniture and so much more. It is a place where love, desire, forgiveness, acceptance, and 

comfort reside. Home is this because a person or persons dwell there and generate such 

pleasantness. The dwelling, smell, memories, surroundings, and unique features of home get 

value from the person or persons that dwell there. Remove the unique person or persons and 

home is empty and void although the same dwelling, items, and smell still exist.  



The aim of this series is to invigorate in each person’s heart that you are invited to the 

single and plural nature of God that makes God’s grace your home and heaven a suitable 

dwelling place for all eternity. God, His grace, and Heaven cannot be separated.  

Introduction to the text “Highways, Hedges, and the House”

Luke 14:23 lands us in the middle of Jesus’ response to a group of Pharisees that did not 

understand the mission of God. A sick man that needed healing was eating with Jesus and the 

religious elite. The Pharisees liked religion their way and people as this sick man did not fit into 

the formula of their Sabbath. It is from this background that Jesus speaks. Notice that Jesus is 

explaining Himself to the Pharisees. He is being truthful and compelling.  

The parable that we run into in Luke 14:23 is about a man that made a great meal and 

invited the most capable of people to come and enjoy it. These people refused for their own 

reason revealing they prized something more than the master and his meal. The master therefore 

became angry and sent a group of ambassadors into the highways and hedges to fill the house. 

This parable highlights Jesus’ teaching just a few verses earlier in Luke 14:12-15. Jesus taught 

that the need and invitation go together. What you have is most valuable when you share it with 

those who lack it. This is the position of Jesus therefore He shares openly the meal of eternal life 

with all those that heed His invitation. The Pharisees were people capable of coming to eternal 

life because they knew the scriptures, yet they had many reasons why they could not accept the 

meal of the Master. The broken, blind, and ignorant are the least capable of knowing the Messiah 

because they lack the knowledge of the Scripture, yet Jesus sends and fetches them from the 

highways and hedges to the house.  I want you to see the house is the grace of God’s salvation 



and eventually the unveiling of the eternal presence of the thrice holy God of Heaven. This is the 

house the Lord Jesus wants us to dwell in. He wants all the beggars to come home. He invites us, 

by the gospel call and Spirit to a home that we never knew was ours! I hope today you are in the 

house but by chance if you are in the highways and hedges you are still invited home. 

A Great Truth About the Invitation:

When Jesus invited those that were capable to attend the meal of salvation each person 

had an excuse, revealing they loved something more. Luke 14:24-27 states Christ’s declaration 

that only those who prize God over all things are worthy to be His disciples. The invitation to the 

meal of discipleship is to be examined through the lens of truth. You cannot come to the table 

unless you are all-in. Do you see this truth as harsh? At first glance, it seems harsh but let us 

apply it to serious matters in life. When you married your husband or wife, were the vows that 

you exchanged “all-in” vows? Did they read something similar to, “For better or worse, in 

sickness and in health, until death do us part?” That is a bit radical. Loving a person is a BIG 

RADICAL COMMITMENT. Being faithful to a person, working over, or quitting a job to care 

for a person that you cannot benefit from while they lay sick and dying is very radical! Even high 

school, college, and professional coaches want their athlete’s radical commitment.  Only those 

who do not prize God above all others would think it crazy of God to ask His people to be 

zealously committed to Him. That is why Jesus teaches to “count the cost” of being His disciple. 

In Luke 14:28-33 Jesus teaches to consider what must be given to enter and enjoy His house. The 

ox, the land, the wife and any other thing you prize must be put in its rightful place to follow 



Jesus and enter God’s grace awaiting the unveiling of His glorious presence in Heaven. You must 

love, truly love, God to follow Him! 

Thus Far and Beyond

Luke 14 presents a glimpse at the mission of Jesus. He came to prepare a meal of salvation 

and celebration. Those that are capable to attend are invited as well as those who are not. Also, 

there is emphasis on prizing God above all things. The Master, house, and meal are all very 

important. Remember, as it is with your home, so it is with the Master’s house and meal: it is not 

the same without Him.  Keep in mind that Jesus has stated that the house (a place of salvation, 

celebration and glorious present and future fellowship) is to be filled. Jesus desires that His 

audience knows the importance of His house and heeds the invitation to fill the house. We will 

now venture into Luke 15:1-2 and discover the house and the audience. 

I. The House (Luke 14:23)- We have already stated that this house is the 

house of grace in which God will unveil His glorious presence. It is also a place of 

salvation, celebration, and glorious present and future fellowship. What else can be 

learned about this house? 

i. The Owner is Hospitable (Luke 14:16 “Bade many”)- The house is open 

to enter upon invitation. There are many invitations. The Lord has much 

room in His house and wants people to fill it for their enjoyment. He truly 

wants to share what is His with those who have much less than He does. 



He does not invite us to a house of pride but to a house of humility and 

hospitality. The Lord wants you. You are being bidden to enter the house 

of salvation and dwell there. Now, do not think in your heart that you 

deserve to be there? because you certainly do not. The Master is far above 

you and me in all manner of living. He is perfect, powerful, and 

resurrected. We can bring nothing to His meal but scraps and beggar’s 

bread. Yet, He desires our company! Would it be full hospitality if we 

were considered good company? Not according to the Lord’s teachings 

(Luke 14:12-14). We must be the lesser if God is to show His full 

character to us. We are less so He can share more of Himself!  

ii. The Owner Spends Lavishly (Luke 14:16 “Great Supper”)- The Lord has 

spared no expense when it comes to His preparation. This will be a 

reoccurring theme through the next several weeks. God has spent lavishly 

so that many can be filled with His sufficiency. John 3:16 “God SO loved 

the world” means that God loved the world radically. He loves us to the 

point of “reckless spending”. The house and meal God has made for His 

people is a great one that comes at His own expense. You can bring 

nothing to the table. His expense causes the delivery of great joy. This is 

seen in Romans 8:32 “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him 

up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” Do 

you see what Paul is saying? Because Jesus gave Himself and He is 

supreme then all things have been delivered to us. When you go to a resort 



you can pay a great price and great service will be granted. The price the 

Jesus paid on our behalf unleashed the eternal gift of all things to us.  

iii. The House Will Be Filled (Luke 14:23 “that my house may be filled”)- 

The great hospitality and expense of our Lord will be fruitful. All those 

God allows will come to fill His house. There is a twofold filling in the 

house: 1.) The house is full 2.) The people are filled. The goal of the 

gospel is to fill and fill. The message we preach does both because it 

draws people to salvation and fills them with the joy of God. God’s efforts 

will not be wasted; many will eat of the great supper. It is true those that 

eat will not be polished like the Pharisees may think, but they will be 

welcomed! 

My Story: Years ago, I was invited to a party by a single’s ministry. I figured it would be a good 

idea to go. Maybe I could get to know some Christians that were my age. I showed up with a 

card with a piece of money in it and sat in one of the seats. Minutes passed and I was unnoticed 

and quite frankly left out. I went invited, spent for it, and left empty.  It was a bad impression and 

I never returned for another empty experience. Because Jesus fills His house and then fills His 

people we at Bethany we want to reflect the hospitality and expense of the Lord. We want people 

to fill the building and be filled at our expense! 

Question: Will you labor to fill God’s house and fill God’s people? 

II. The Audience (Luke 15:1-2 “this man recieveth sinners”)- 

Jesus spoke of His desire to bring people into a household relationship with Him. 



Exactly who was He talking to? Those that were present to hear Him were both 

Pharisees and sinners. Of course, both were sinners, the Pharisees just thought they 

were less of a sinner. Who is the audience, what does it mean, and how does this 

affect our understanding of Luke 15? 

i. Who is the audience? - Two classes of people from vastly different 

backgrounds heard the words of Jesus on this occasion. The religious class 

knew more about God from the scripture, or should have known more, and 

the sinning class knew less about God from scripture. One class looked 

polished, at least religiously, and the other not so religious. Luke 15:1-2 

reveals that the sinners looked for and longed after the teaching of Jesus. 

They were seemingly always around. The Pharisees often came to judge 

and ridicule. Today we bash Pharisees as they did not exactly give 

themselves a good name, but Jesus did not “Baptist Bash” them. Bashing 

others that are Pharisees does no more than make you what you are 

bashing. We could call it “the pot calling the kettle black.” Jesus did not 

run the Pharisees or the sinners off. Instead He invited them into some in-

depth teaching and presented truth that would move each class of people if 

heeded. The audience was different, but Christ was not indifferent toward 

either class. 

ii. What does it mean to have two different audiences? - The audiences reveal 

to us that Jesus skillfully put together earthly stories to relay heavenly 



truth to reach both types of people because He loved them both and longed 

to save the Pharisee as much as “sinner.” 

iii. How does this affect our understanding of Luke 15? - We will be 

introduced to three parables in Luke 15. One of sheep, the other about 

silver, and the third about two sons. When we read these stories, 

understanding the audiences will help us stay on task with the main idea 

behind the messages. We should look for the message for each group and 

understand they are sometimes the same. We will also keep in mind that 

Jesus wants to fill His house with people from both audiences. These 

parables are a call to His audience to fill His house and be filled by Him! 

Question: You are the audience; how will you respond to the invitation and expense of the 

Master to fill you? 

Will You Be Filled?

Jesus has spoken. Whether you are a Pharisee or “sinner” Jesus went to great lengths to invite 

you to His house of grace to be filled. Will you enjoy His goodness? If you are not in His house, 

will you come? If you are in His house, will you be filled with His truth? Will you celebrate with 

the Master His divine character and supply? Will you join in song, prayer, missions, and purity? 

Come in the house and be filled!


